
 

Disputation of Jerry McFeeters, concerned citizen and 
Professional Engineer, on the Power and Efficacy of 
Big Government/Big Business 
May 15, 2013 

Out of love for the truth and the desire to bring it to light, the following propositions will be 
discussed at Frederick, MD, under the residence of Jerry McFeeters, an American citizen, on 
the same at that place.  Wherefore he requests that those who are unable to be present and 
debate orally with us may do so by email.  Proceedings will be documented and placed on 
YouTube.   

In the name of Truth, Justice, and Fairness,  

Jerry 

ON ORIGINS of Modern Business and the US Government: 
Thesis 1.  In 1776, our forefathers declared our Creator endowed us with certain unalienable 
rights, and among these are life, liberty, and the pursuit of property happiness. (Ed Note: Initial 
drafts used the word “property”, however it was deleted and replaced with the word “happiness”) 

Thesis 2.  In 1776, Adam Smith published An Inquiry into the Nature and Causes of the Wealth 
of Nations, otherwise know as, The Wealth of Nations, which laid the theoretical and 
philosophical foundations for capitalism.   

Thesis 3.  In 1787, the people of the United States, in Order to form a more perfect Union, 
establish Justice, insure domestic Tranquility, provide for the common defence(sic), promote 
the general Welfare, and secure the Blessings of Liberty to ourselves and our Posterity, did 
ordain and establish the Constitution for the United States of America.  

Our Founding Fathers had key concepts in mind: 

Justice – Can this be measured by answering the question “Is everybody treated 

equally?” 

Domestic Tranquility – This was in response to Shay’s Rebellion to ensure the federal 

government had powers to squash rebellions and to smooth tensions between states. 

Common Defense – A Militia was set up to defend the country as opposed to having a 
standing army. 



General Welfare – Does this apply to citizens in general or individuals, or both? 
Typically it includes health, education, safety and services for the benefit of all. 

Liberty – Does this apply to liberty of a group of people or individual liberty?  Probably 
the strongest reference is to a group of people who are free from a monarchy and are 
free make their own collective decisions.  Certainly also includes individual freedoms to 
make their own decision as long as they are not against the laws made by the group of 
people. 

Thesis 4. Our Founding Fathers relied on a Militia to protect our young country and were going 
to rely on volunteers to serve in the Militia.  They made it illegal to have a standing army for 
more than two years. Perhaps they thought it was a good idea to not go to war if it was going to 
last more than two years.    

Under the Constitution, Congress was granted the Power:  

“To raise and support Armies, but no Appropriation of Money to that Use shall be used 
for a longer term than two Years. 

“To provide for organizing, arming, and disciplining, the Militia, and for governing such 
Part of them as may be employed in the Service of the United States, reserving to the 
States respectively, the Appointment of the Officers, and the Authority of training the 
militia according to the discipline prescribed by Congress;”   

Thesis 5.  The Second Amendment was created specifically to make sure the Militia that was 
designed to protect our country, had weapons to fend off invaders.  

"Amendment II: A well-regulated militia, being necessary to the security of a free State, 
the right of the people to keep and bear arms, shall not be infringed." 

Excerpt From: States, United. “The United States Constitution.”, iBooks.  

Thesis 6.  We no longer rely on a militia to protect us from invaders because we now have a 
standing army (and many other military technologies) to perform that mission.  Therefore, there 
is no need to have the second amendment, unless we want to use it as a reason to allow all 
citizens the right to bear arms.   

Thesis 7. What is all the fuss about banking systems? 

Thomas Jefferson:  "...and I sincerely believe ...that banking establishments are more 
dangerous than standing armies; and that the principle of spending money to be paid by 
posterity, under the name of funding, is but swindling futurity on a large scale." 

Thesis 8. What do the early colonists and the Islamic faith have in common?  An interest-free 
banking system. 



Initially, commerce in the colonies was managed using “Colonial Scripts, which is currency 

printed by each state.  The “money” could be borrowed interest free.  It was essentially an 
interest- free banking system and led to rapid economic growth in the colonies. The 
king of England outlawed colonial currency making it mandatory for the colonies to borrow 
money from England. (For more quotes, see 
HTTP://WWW.KAMRON.COM/LIBERTY/COLONIAL_SCRIPT.HTM and thanks to David 
Hayes)) 

Thesis 9.  “After Franklin had explained ... to the British government as the real cause of prosperity, 

they immediately passed laws, forbidding the payment of taxes in that money.  This produced such 

great inconvenience and misery to the people, that it was the principal cause of revolution.” 
Peter Cooper VP OF THE NEW YORK BOARD OF CURRENCY - 1791-1883 

Thesis 10. According to Adam Smith: “The establishment of perfect justice, of perfect 
liberty, and of perfect equality is the very simple secret which must effectually secure the 
highest degree of prosperity to all the classes” (Editors Note: Throughout The Wealth of 

Nations, Adam Smith was concerned about the impact of capitalism on the consumer)  

Thesis 11.  Capitalism is good. It creates opportunities for individuals and the general public to 
thrive.  Capitalism can become abusive and when it does, it can leave a wake of poverty and 
destruction that could threaten our existence on earth. These costs typically affect the society in 
general and could be called social costs or external costs.  Examples of social/external costs 
are crime, climate change, pollution, wars, injustice, inequality, homeless veterans, and 
healthcare.  These costs are paid for by the general public in the form of taxes.  In the interest of 
justice, liberty, and perfect equality, corporations and individuals need to keep alert and 
knowledgeable about external/social costs.   

ON THE CORPORATACRACY 

Thesis 12.  The Constitution was written to protect us from monarchies, but we no longer face 
the threat of being ruled by monarchs.  Now we face the threat of being ruled by large business 
interests that are beholden only to shareholders who are primarily concerned with short-term 
profits.  With few exceptions, they care little about justice, slavery, and the survivability of future 
generations.  Also, they do not enter “external costs” into their cost of doing business because 
these costs are typically borne by taxpayers. (It should be noted that corporations large and 
small spend large sums of money to avoid paying taxes, which could be used to defray these 
external costs.  Instead, they leave it to the “Main Street” taxpayers to pay these costs.)   

Definition of External Costs - An external cost occurs when producing or consuming a 
good or service imposes a cost upon a third party.  If there are external costs in 
consuming a good (negative externalities), the social cost will be greater than the private 
cost.  The existence of external costs can lead to market failure.  This is because the 

http://www.kamron.com/liberty/colonial_script.htm


free market generally ignores the existence of external costs. For examples, go to: 
HTTP://WWW.ECONOMICSHELP.ORG/DICTIONARY/E/EXTERNAL-COSTS.HTML  

Thesis 13. Corporatocracy is a term used to suggest an economic and political system 
controlled by corporations or corporate interests.  

Thesis 14. Theodore Roosevelt:  “Behind the ostensible government sits enthroned an invisible 

government owing no allegiance and acknowledging no responsibility to the people.”  

Thesis 15. Franklin Roosevelt:  “The real truth of the matter is that a financial element in the large 

centers has owned the government since the days of Andrew Jackson.” 

Thesis 16.  Eisenhower predicted the dangers of a “corporatocracy” in 1961.  

…we must guard against the acquisition of unwarranted influence, whether 

sought or unsought, by the military-industrial complex. The potential for the 
disastrous rise of misplaced power exists, and will persist. 

We must never let the weight of this combination endanger our liberties or democratic 
processes. We should take nothing for granted. Only an alert and knowledgeable 
citizenry can compel the proper meshing of the huge industrial and military machinery 
of defense with our peaceful methods and goals so that security and liberty may prosper 
together.” 

Dwight D. Eisenhower - President of the United States (and former General of the 

Army) Dwight D. Eisenhower used the term in his Farewell Address to the Nation on January 

17, 1961 

(Ed Note: according to GEOFFREY PERRET, in his biography of Eisenhower, the phrase 
"military-industrial-congressional complex" was changed to “military-industrial complex” 
to appease congressmen.)   

Thesis 17.  Currently, the USA is on a path of creating a small number of very wealthy people 
that control the country and a large number of relatively poor people who unknowingly and 
unwittingly are pawns in their game of accumulating wealth without regard to fairness, justice, 
and sustainability of the planet.  Excerpt From: Jeffrey D. Sachs. “The Price of Civilization: 

Reawakening American Virtue and Prosperity.” Random House, 2012-08-21 

Thesis 18.  Does the Corporatocracy really exist? 

(bonus link: 
HTTP://WWW.TED.COM/TALKS/LAWRENCE_LESSIG_WE_THE_PEOPLE_AND_THE_REPUBLIC_WE_MUST_RECLAIM.HTML
) 

http://www.economicshelp.org/dictionary/e/external-costs.html
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/president_of_the_united_states
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/general_of_the_army
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/general_of_the_army
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/dwight_d._eisenhower
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/eisenhower%2527s_farewell_address
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/geoffrey_perret
http://www.ted.com/talks/lawrence_lessig_we_the_people_and_the_republic_we_must_reclaim.html
http://www.ted.com/talks/lawrence_lessig_we_the_people_and_the_republic_we_must_reclaim.html


“While polls show that the majority of American want to end the wars in Iraq and 
Afghanistan, raise corporate taxes, offer better education to their children, and 
guarantee health care for all citizens, our policy makers implement policies that 
accomplish the opposite, choosing to support big business rather than the average 
citizen.”  John Perkins, Hoodwinked, Crown Publishing, 2009/2011. 

Elected officials, especially national elected officials, rely heavily on large sums of 
money to get reelected.  Currently national elections expenditures are over $2 Billion to 
send propaganda to an often ill-informed public. 

Who pays how much to get presidents elected? 
 
(The organizations themselves did not donate, rather the money came from the organizations' 
PACs, their individual members or employees or owners, and those individuals' immediate 
families.  Organization totals include subsidiaries and affiliates.) 
 
 
Obama contributions in 2008 
University of California $1,648,685 
Goldman Sachs   $1,013,091 
Harvard University   $878,164 
Microsoft Corp    $852,167 
Google Inc    $814,540 
JPMorgan Chase & Co  $808,799 
Citigroup Inc    $736,771 
Time Warner    $624,618 
Sidley Austin LLP   $600,298 
Stanford University   $595,716 
National Amusements Inc  $563,798 
WilmerHale LLP   $550,668 
Columbia University   $547,852 
Skadden, Arps et al   $543,539 
UBS AG    $532,674 
IBM Corp    $532,372 
General Electric   $529,855 
US Government   $513,308 
Morgan Stanley   $512,232 
Latham & Watkins   $503,295 
 
McCain contributions in 2008 
Merrill Lynch    $375,895 
JP Morgan Chase   343,505 
Citigroup    $338,202 
Morgan Stanley   $271,902 
Goldman Sachs   $240,295 
US Government   $202,929 
AT&T, Inc.   $201,938 
Wachovia    $199,663 
UBS AG   $187,493 
Credit Suisse Group   $184,153  
Price Waterhouse Coopers  $169,400  



 
Barack Obama 2012 
University of California  $1,212,333 
Microsoft Corp    $815,536 
Google Inc    $805,120 
US Government   $724,997 
Harvard University   $663,968 
 
Mitt Romney 2012 
Goldman Sachs   $1,033,204 
Bank of America   $1,009,402 
Morgan Stanley   $911,055 
JPMorgan Chase & Co  $833,096 
Wells Fargo    $674,076 
 

Because of contribution limits, organizations that bundle together many individual contributions 
are often among the top donors to presidential candidates. These contributions can come from 
the organization's members or employees (and their families). The organization may support one 
candidate, or hedge its bets by supporting multiple candidates. Groups with national networks of 
donors - like EMILY's List and Club for Growth - make for particularly big bundlers. 
 

12 Biggest Donors of the 2012 Election (who were willing to admit it) 

 $36.8Million  (R) 
 $21.4Million  (R) 
 $19Million  (R) 

$12.8Million  (R) 
$8.1Million  (D) 
$7.7Million (D) 
$4.8Million (R) 
$3.9Million (R) 
$3.8Million (D) 
$3.5Million (R) 
$3.4Million (D) 
$3.3Million  (D) 
Source: US NEWS SETH CLINE  
 
 
The largest donors to both political parties were Financial Institutions or wealthy private 
donors. 

  
 

Once elected, it is the primary goal of every elected official to get reelected. 
 

When elected officials return to their constituents on breaks, they are primarily involved 
in fundraising activities for their next election. 

Think about the relationship between financial institutions and election contributions.   



Think about who won and who lost during the 2008 Economic Crisis  

2008 Economic Crisis Recovery - Resulting Scorecard: 

Banks: 23% larger than they were before the crisis 

Banks: Currently hold more than $8.5 trillion in assets, the equivalent of 56 percent 
of our country’s annual output, up from 43 percent just five years ago. 

Public: 9 million jobs lost as a result of the financial crisis 

Public: 3.5 million homes lost as a result of the crisis 

Public: $7 Trillion in housing wealth lost 

Public:  Poverty rate increasing from 12.5% to 15.1 % since 2007 

- Neil Barofsky, Bailout – How Washington Abandoned Main Street While Rescuing Wall 

Street, Free Press. 2012 

Consider the power of Federal Reserve System, an organization that controls our 
monetary system. According to the Board of Governors, the Federal Reserve System "is 
considered an independent central bank because its monetary policy decisions do not 
have to be approved by the President or anyone else in the executive or legislative 
branches of government, it does not receive funding appropriated by the Congress, and 
the terms of the members of the Board of Governors span multiple presidential and 
congressional terms." (See ON OUR MONETARY SYSTEM) 

Consider who has the most influence on the creation of laws; the lobbyists who 
represent the interests of large corporations, their shareholders, and wealthy individuals, 
who in turn are the largest contributors to national political campaigns. 

Consider the revolving door of leaders in industry/lobbyists/staffers of government 
officials. 

Consider the power of the World Bank and the International Monetary Fund (IMF) and 
how they function.  Both organizations are US controlled/influenced.  Time after time, in 
country after country, funds are provided to countries for major infrastructure projects.  
The projects are implemented by major Design/Construction firms such as Bechtel and 
Halliburton who receive the money.  The infrastructure projects are completed and the 
country attempts to repay the loans but cannot because the terms of the agreement do 
not allow the country to reap the economic benefits of the project quickly enough to 
repay the debt.  Consequently, a deal is struck where the country’s leader gives up 
mineral rights of their country (or similar compensation) to the World Bank or IMF.  If 
they refuse to strike a deal, the leader is typically ousted or dies in an “accident”.    ) 
(See Confessions of an Economic Hit Man, “The Secret History of the American Empire, 

Hoodwinked and other works by John Perkins, or watch the film “Even The Rain”, a film 



that includes the story of how the citizens of Cochabamba, Bolivia fought back on one of 
these projects, to get an idea of how it works). 
 
Consider why, when nations experience economic problems and are unable to make 
their loan payments to the World Bank and IMF, they are forced to accept Structural 
Adjustment Programs (SAP’s), that mandate client countries drastically reduce 
government spending, raise interest rates (often 30 percent or higher), privatize sectors 
of their economies, and sell national assets to multinational corporations.   
Consider why SAP’s have been severely condemned by political and social scientists 
around the world for reasons listed in Appendix 5. 
 
Think about why our government has assisted in ousting democratically elected officials 
in other countries such as Iran, Chile, Guatemala, Panama, Viet Nam, while keeping 
monarchs in power in other countries such as Saudi Arabia and the UAR.  Why do we let 
millions of people die in the Sudan, but fabricate reasons to oust Saddam Hussein, who 
was once on our CIA payroll.  Could it be in the interests of aiding American oil, 
agricultural, mining, and other corporations? Shouldn’t this be an external cost of 
running a business? 
 
Although many secret meetings take place that could be considered conspiratorial, the 
corporatocracy was not created by a conspiracy.  Rather, the corporatocracy has 
evolved when the invisible hand of capitalism shakes hands with the political process to 
seal mutually beneficial agreements. In many cases this process is beneficial to the 
general public, however in other cases; it is detrimental to the public good and in nearly 
all cases it extracts money from the less powerful and siphons it to the wealthy.   

More and more corporations are considering their Corporate Social Responsibility 
to the world and are at least paying lip service to the idea of a “triple bottom line” 
(the importance of achieving social and environmental targets, as well as financial 
ones.) 

ON CURRENT THINKING TRENDS IN THE USA 

From Jeffery Sachs:   “Here, then are some things on which Americans broadly agree. 

Thesis 19.  They agree there should be equality of opportunity for American citizens.   

Thesis 20.  They agree that individuals should make the maximum effort to help themselves.   

Thesis 21.  They agree that government should help those in real need, as long as they are also 
trying to help themselves.   

Thesis 22.  And they broadly agree that the rich should pay more in taxes.   

Thesis 23.  These core values can form the basis of a broad and effective consensus on the 
basic direction of economic policy”. 



 Excerpt From: Jeffrey D. Sachs. “The Price of Civilization: Reawakening American Virtue and 

Prosperity.” Random House, 2012-08-21 

ON THE VALUE OF INFORMATION PROVIDED TO THE PUBLIC 

Thesis 24.  Many consumer-oriented organizations spend a lot of time and energy working to 
keep the pubic knowledgeable alert while the corporations spend millions in political processes 
to keep the public ill-informed or misinformed about the external costs of their products. 

Thesis 25.  “A poorly informed public is much more easily swayed by propaganda and much 
less able to resist the dark maneuvers of the special-interest groups that pull the strings in 
Washington.” 

Excerpt From: Jeffrey D. Sachs. “The Price of Civilization: Reawakening American Virtue and 

Prosperity.” Random House, 2012-08-21 

Thesis 26.  “Propaganda becomes vicious and reprehensive only when its authors consciously 
and deliberately disseminate what they know to be lies, or when they aim at effects which they 
know to be prejudicial to the common good.”    Excerpt From: Bernays, Edward. “Propaganda”, 
Perseus, 2010-07-12. iBooks.  

Thesis 27.  One of the biggest challenges facing Americans today is sorting out what is political 
propaganda   (and understanding who is behind it) and what is unbiased information.  By 
skimming off a layer or two of the onion, one can quickly decipher what has its origins in big 
business and what has its origins in the hearts and minds of the American people. 

Thesis 28.  “The only propaganda which will ever tend to weaken itself as the world becomes 

more sophisticated and intelligent is propaganda that is untrue or unsocial.” 
Excerpt From: Bernays, Edward. “Propaganda”, Perseus, 2010-07-12. iBooks.  
 
Thesis 29.  One can determine if it is political propaganda if it is framed to appeal to emotional 
"HOT BUTTONS", instead of rational, critical thinking. 
 

ON THE EFFICACY OF OUR HEALTHCARE SYSTEM 

(bonus link: 
HTTP://WWW.TED.COM/TALKS/ERIC_DISHMAN_HEALTH_CARE_SHOULD_BE_A_TEAM_SPORT.HTML) 

Thesis 30.  Many claim our healthcare system is the best in the world.  While we arguably have 
the best technology in our healthcare system, there are many countries that get better results 
with their healthcare systems.  Is it because their systems are designed with a focus on healing 

http://www.ted.com/talks/eric_dishman_health_care_should_be_a_team_sport.html


as compared to a system which uses profitability as its motivating force?  Is it because we have 
competing forces at work on our public: the food industry vs. the health industry? 

Thesis 31. According to an editorial from the Journal of the American Medical Association 
(JAMA):  "The fact is that the US population does not have anywhere near the best health in the 
world.  Of 13 countries in a recent comparison, the United States ranks an average of 12th 
(second from the bottom) for 16 available health indicators.  Countries in order of their average 
ranking on the health indicators (with the first being the best) are Japan, Sweden, Canada, 
France, Australia, Spain, Finland, the Netherlands, the United Kingdom, Denmark, Belgium, the 
United States, and Germany.  Rankings of the United States on the separate indicators are: 

13th (last) for low-birth-weight percentages 

13th for neonatal mortality and infant mortality overall 

11th for post neonatal mortality 

13th for years of potential life lost (excluding external causes) 

11th for life expectancy at 1 year for females, 12th for males 

10th for life expectancy at 15 years for females, 12th for males 

10th for life expectancy at 40 years for females, 12th for males 

7th for life expectancy at 65 years for females, 7th for males 

3rd for life expectancy at 80 years for females, 3rd for males 

10th for age-adjusted mortality… 

Thesis 32. The health care system also may contribute to poor health through its adverse 
effects.  For example, US estimates of the combined effect of errors and adverse effects that 
occur because of iatrogenic damage not associated with recognizable error include: 12,000 
deaths/year from unnecessary surgery; 7,000 deaths/year from medication errors in hospitals; 
20000 deaths/year from other errors in hospitals; 80,000 deaths/year from nosocomial infections 
in hospitals; 106,000 deaths/year from non-error, adverse effects of medications.  Theses total 
225,000 deaths per year from iatrogenic causes.  Three caveats should be noted.  First, most of 
the data are derived from studies in hospitalized patients.  Second, these estimates are for 
deaths only and do not include adverse effects that are associated with disability or discomfort.  
Third, the estimates of death due to error are lower than those in the Institute of Medicine (IOM) 
report.  If the higher estimates are used, the deaths due to iatrogenic causes would range from 
230,000 to 284,000…  In any case, 225,000 deaths per year constitutes the third leading cause 

of death in the United States, after deaths from heart disease and cancer.”  Barbara Starfield, 
MD, MPH, American Medical Association, 2000. JAMA, July 26, 2000-Vol 284, No. 4  



Thesis  33.  There are indications that research papers that report positive effects of tested 
drugs have not been balanced with reports that indicate zero or negative effects of the same 
drugs.  The reports that indicate zero or negative effects are not published. 

Thesis 34. “The Centers for Disease Control list inactivity as the third leading cause of 
preventable death in the United States. Add poor diet to that, and we have the second leading 
cause, behind only tobacco. Cancer, neurodegeneration, diabetes, depression, frailty, loss in 
general capacity—all these and many other ills await the couch-bound.” Excerpt From: Wolf, 

Robb. “The Paleo Solution.” Victory Belt Publishing. iBooks. 
 
Thesis 35.  “Organic and grass-fed (sic:foods) are not typically government subsidized, so you 

pay more for them"   Excerpt From: Wolf, Robb. “The Paleo Solution.” Victory Belt Publishing. 
iBooks.  
 
Thesis 36.  It is possible to prevent heart disease through proper diet, stress reduction and 
exercise. 

Thesis 37. It is possible to prevent cancer through proper diet, stress reduction and exercise. 

Thesis 38.  Although there is anecdotal evidence to support the two theses above, our approach 
to research does not lend itself to a holistic approach of investigating and therefore results go 
unreported or are heavily disputed.   

Thesis 39.  Most people believe in the power of prayer and the value of nutrition, but it is difficult 
to quantify how and why some people are healed as a result of these complimentary and 
alternative healing approaches and some are not.   

Thesis 40.  Little attention is paid to these "miracle" cures by the government and corporations 
because there is little money to be made by big pharma in developing these healing 
approaches. It might be good for the people, but it's not good business for Big Business, and 
after all, they are in the business of making money. 

Thesis 41. “It’s the damndest thing—the United States is in a health care crisis, the economy is 
shaky, and the government subsidizes the production of corn, making high-fructose corn syrup 
cheaper than dirt. Processed food manufacturers make crap foods that are making us sick, 
diabetic, and dead too early. The government subsidizes the development of statins and a host 
of drugs to manage the diseases that are a direct outgrowth of the processed foods they are 
subsidizing! A hell of a racket, am I right? 

Excerpt From: Wolf, Robb. “The Paleo Solution.” Victory Belt Publishing. iBooks.  

 
Thesis 41.  “The Medicare Modernization Act enacted in 2003 entitles persons 65 years of age 

and over to receive prescription medications free. Well, that’s good, isn’t it? Yep, until the 
taxpayer gets the bill, that is, and learns that he and she and all of us have to pay the piper to 



the tune of $400 billion...Just a year or so after the law’s enactment, the White House budget for 
the Medicare Modernization Act had doubled the cost of those supposedly free drugs to what is 
estimated to be a whopping $1.2 trillion". Excerpt From: Lipton, Bruce and Steve Bhaerman, 
“Spontaneous Evolution.” Hay House, 2009-09-15. iBooks.  

Thesis 43.  “Not coincidentally, the drug industry is the most profitable industry in the world. In 
her book, The Truth About Drug Companies, Marcia Angell, M.D., the first woman to serve as 
editor-in-chief of the New England Journal of Medicine, reports that, in 2001, the top drug 
companies listed in Fortune 500 had an average profit after taxes of 18.5 percent whereas the 
other Fortune 500 companies averaged only 3.3 percent. Commercial banking, with profits of 
13.5 percent, was the only industry that came close to Big Pharma... 

Thesis 44. ..."Even more amazing is that, in 2002, the $35.9 billion in profits earned by the top 
ten drug companies in the Fortune 500 were greater than the profits of the other 490 Fortune 
500 companies combined!” Excerpt From: Lipton, Bruce and Steve Bhaerman. “Spontaneous 

Evolution.” Hay House, 2009-09-15. iBooks. 

Thesis 45. Incidents of Heart and Cancer disease can be affected by American diet including 
use of GMOs (Genetically Modified Organisms), high sugar volumes consumed, high levels of 
grain-fed meats, and high use of High-Fructose Corn Syrup.  Corporations, with support of our 
government subsidies and policies through intermediaries called lobbyists, have made it 
possible to provide food to the public at a low direct-cost.  However the processes use to 
manufacture the low-cost foods many times strip out the natural nutritional value and replace it 
with chemicals that, over time, destroy the ability of our bodies to maintain themselves.  The low 
initial direct cost turns into a very high indirect cost because people become ill, go to the doctor 
who prescribes pills that sometimes kill or lead to other more serious condition.  To help keep 
direct costs of healing low for the patients, healthcare insurance is made available by 
companies to make sure the cycle continues, however the exploding indirect costs of this 
maddening cycle is ultimately paid for by the taxpayers.  In exchange for designing and 
operating this cycle, executives, lobbyists and members of Congress who will become lobbyists 
make Billions of Dollars. 

ON EFFICACY OF OUR EDUCATION SYSTEM and QUALITY OF OUR INFRASTRUCTURE 

Thesis 46. According to Jeffery Sachs; “Intellectual capital, the pride of America, is diminishing 
as America cedes technological leadership to China and other countries in areas such as 
renewable energy and stem cell research.  The energy system is in a deepening crisis, the 
power grid is outmoded, yet there is little advance in building a new state-of-the-art national 
transmission system. The Price of Civilization, Jeffery Sachs, 2012. 

Thesis 47 . In 2009, the US ranked as follows in intellectual skills when compared to other 
countries: 15th in Reading, 23rd in Science and 31st in Mathematics.  (China, South Korea, 
Singapore, and Hong Kong ranked in the top ten)  After decades of enjoying the world’s best-



educated labor force, America’s educational credentials are now falling behind many countries 
in Europe and Asia.  US Department of Education, National Center for Educational Statistics, 
June, 2010 and The Price of Civilization, Jeffery Sachs, 2012. 
 
Thesis 48.  If education is a high priority, why don’t we spend more money to support 

Education?  Is it because it requires “taxes”? 

ON PROVIDING FOR THE PUBLIC WELFARE 

Thesis 49.  Adam Smith comments on minimum requirements for human decency: “Rules of 

decency dictate necessary items of life – leather shoes, etc. If nature does not render 
them necessary for the support of life and customer nowhere renders it indecent to live 
without them, they are luxuries.” The Wealth of Nations, 1776 

(Editors Note: In today’s world, basic needs might include food, clothing, shelter, and a cell 

phone) 

Thesis 50.  “Not just Jesus, of course, but also the Prophet Muhammad, the prophets in the 

Jewish tradition, the Buddha, and every other revered spiritual figure, in fact all of the world’s 

major religions have social justice at their core.” - Jim Keady.  Excerpt from: John Perkins, “The 

Secret History of the American Empire”, Penguin Group, Inc., 2007. iBooks. 

Thesis 51. “Being human must be the ethical yardstick for all economic action.”The economy 

should fulfill the basic needs of human beings “so that they can live in dignity.” From this basic 

humanistic principle, Küng identified several ethical themes with universal standing: the 
importance of respect and tolerance for others; the right to life and its development; sustainable 
treatment of the natural environment; the rule of law; distributive justice and solidarity; the 
essential values of truthfulness, honesty, and reliability; and the core value of mutual esteem.”  
Excerpt From: Jeffrey D. Sachs. “The Price of Civilization: Reawakening American Virtue and 

Prosperity.” Random House, 2012-08-21. iBooks. 
 

Thesis 52.  Poverty is one of the fundamental variables that contribute to crime. 

Thesis 53. Poverty is an unnecessary evil in a world that is full of abundance. 

Thesis 54.  Wealth is accumulated by extracting money, by whatever means necessary, from 
consumers and taxpayers, with little regard for the value received by the consumer or taxpayer.       

ON OUR MONETARY SYSTEM AND THE IMPACT OF WAR 



Thesis 55.  Our monetary system has gone through several transformations since the inception 
of the country.  Some of the key moments are when there was a central bank and when there 
was not a central bank.  Other key transformations occurred when our monetary system was 
based on its value relative to metals (gold and silver) and not based on its value relative to 
metals.  

Thesis 56.  1492 – Christopher Columbus extracts gold from the peoples of the Americas to add 
to the wealth of Europe.   

Thesis 57.  Impact of WWI   

"Looking back, Woodrow Wilson was re-elected president in 1916 on a platform that he "kept 
us out of war"...yet, five months later he asked congress to declare war on Germany...the 
4,000,000 young men who put on uniforms and marched or sailed away were not asked 
whether they wanted to go forth to suffer and die. 

 
Then what caused our government to change its mind so suddenly? MONEY 
an allied commission...came over shortly before the war declaration and called on the 
president.  The president summoned a group of advisors.  The head of the commission 

spoke.  Stripped of its diplomatic language, this is what he told the president and his group: 
 
"There is no use kidding ourselves any longer.  The cause of the allies is lost.  We now owe 
you (American bankers, American munitions makers, American manufacturers, American 
speculators.  American exporters) five or six billion, no less.  If we lose (and without the help 
of the United States we must lose) we, England, France, and Italy, cannot repay back this 
money...and Germany won't" 
 
WWI yielded about $16 billion in profits.  That is how 21,000 billionaires and 

millionaires got that way.  And it went to a very few...Major General Smedley D. Butler, 
War is a Racket. 1935 (Ed Note: Emphasis added by editor) 

Thesis 58.  There have been as many as 47 recessions in the United States since 1790 
(although economists and historians dispute certain 19th-century recessions[3]) Wikipedia. 

Thesis 59.  Our monetary system has been manipulated by wealthy organizations to make sure 
their losses are minimized, many times at the expense of those who are not part of the wealthy 
organizations.  This is an abuse of capitalism.   

Thesis 60.  The Rothschild’s, Rockefeller’s, and J.P. Morgan’s, created rumors that banks were 
going bankrupt... 
"The king bankers put in motion, in 1907, a great scheme.  They had gambled and speculated on 
Wall Street until so many watered stocks and bonds had been manufactured...the king bankers 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/list_of_recessions_in_the_united_states#cite_note-Zarn2126-4


knew the condition and informed the favored of their friends what was to come.  There was to be a 
panic in the fall of 1907 that would be advertised as the result of our bad banking and currency 
laws." Congressman Charles Lindbergh, 1913 (father of the famous aviator) 

Thesis 61.  Wilson signed the Federal Reserve act, in exchange for campaign funds. 
Charles Lindbergh - "This act establishes the most gigantic trust on earth...when the president signs 
this act, the invisible government by money power...will be legalized." 
December 22,1913 
 
Thesis 62. "Under the Federal Reserve Act, panics are scientifically created.  The present panic is 

the first scientifically created one, worked out as we figure a Mathematica, equation."  The Economic 
Pinch. 1923 Charles Lindbergh. 
 
Thesis 63.  Economic Crisis of 2008 – Extraordinary efforts were made by the George W. Bush and 
Barack Obama administrations to prevent the large financial companies from failing.  Little was done 
by either administration to keep citizens from losing their homes.  This is due to the abuse of 
capitalism by key players on Wall Street and the Department of the Treasury who work closely 
together to protect large financial institutions. 

Thesis 64.– Mandatory reading for anyone interested in understanding the causes of the crisis and 

the interaction between Big Business and Big Government should read:  Neil Barofsky, Bailout – 

How Washington Abandoned Main Street While Rescuing Wall Street, Free Press, 2012  

ON WEALTH 

Thesis 65.  According to Jeffery Sachs; “I have no quarrel with wealth per se.  Many wealthy 
individuals are highly creative, talented, generous and philanthropic.  My quarrel is with poverty.  
As long as there is both widespread poverty and booming wealth at the top, and many public 
investment (in education, child care, training, infrastructure, and other areas) that could reduce 
or end the  poverty, then tax cuts for the rich are immoral and counterproductive.  The Price of 
Civilization, 2012 

Thesis 66.  Do Wall Street Traders make too much money for the work they do? “ For the year 
2007 when the mortgage desk at Goldman Sachs bet, or hedged, very heavily against sub-
prime mortgages, meaning they guessed that people would default on them, the mortgage desk 
made approx 4.4 billion dollars for the company when the mortgage collapse eventually 
occurred. The traders involved in these bets on average received 10-15 million dollar bonuses. 
Not bad for a years work (actually 6 months work since they didn't start shorting the mortgages 
until May or June).” From WikiAnswers to the question: “What is the average salary of a Wall 

Street Trader?” 

 



Thesis 67. 

 

 

Thesis 68.  “The man who dies rich, dies disgraced”.  Andrew Carnegie. The duty of a man of 

wealth, according to Andrew Carnegie, is “to set an example of modest , unostentatious living, 
shunning display or extravagance; to provide moderately for the legitimate wants of those 
dependent on him; and, after doing so, to consider all surplus revenues which come to him 
simply as trust funds, which he is called upon to administer, and strictly bound as a matter of 
duty to administer in the manner which , in his judgment, is best calculated to produce the most 
beneficial results for the community.” The Gospel of Wealth, Andrew Carnegie. 

Thesis 69. Carnegie’s social gospel lives on today in the philanthropic efforts of Bill Gates, 
Warren Buffett, George Soros, Ted Turner, Bill Gross, and other wealthy Americans who are 
giving away vast sums in the pursuit of poverty eradication, public education, disease control, 
and strengthening of democratic institutions.  The Price of Civilization, 2012  

Thesis 70.   “Our greatest national illusion is that a healthy society can be organized around the 
single-minded pursuit of wealth.    The ferocity of the quest for wealth throughout society has left 
Americans exhausted and deprived of the benefits of social trust, honesty, and compassion.  
Our society has turned harsh, with the elites on Wall Street, in Big Oil, and in Washington 
among the most irresponsible and selfish of all.  When we understand this reality, we can begin 
to refashion our economy.”  The Price of Civilization, 2012 

ON ECONOMICS 

Thesis  71. According to Adam Smith: “Enormous Debts will probably ruin all the great 

nations of Europe” (Editor’s Note: This was written in 1776) 

Thesis 72. According to Adam Smith: “A tax upon house-rents, therefore, would in general 
fall heaviest upon the rich; and in this sort of inequality there would not, perhaps be any 
thing very unreasonable.  It is not very unreasonable that the rich should contribute to 



the public expense, not only in proportion to their revenue, but something more than in 
that proportion.   

Thesis 73. According to Adam Smith; “Though the principles of the banking trade may 
appear somewhat abstruse, the practice is capable of being reduced to strict rules.  To 
depart upon any occasion from these rules, in consequence of some flattering 
speculation of extraordinary gain, is almost always extremely dangerous, and frequently 
fatal to the banking company which attempts it.” (Emphasis added)   

(Ed Note: Adam Smith warned us of the dangers of bank speculation in 1776 and Big 
Government/Big Business still insist on removing this annoying restriction from our laws, 
resulting in wild economic swings and occasional collapses)     

 
Thesis 74.  We need to reinstitute the Glass-Steagall Act.  From Ask.com:  The Dodd-Frank 
WALL STREET Reform Act was the most comprehensive financial reform since the GLASS-
STEAGALL ACT. Like Glass-Steagall, it sought to regulate the financial markets and make 
another economic crisis less likely. Banks were deregulated in 1999 by the Gramm-Leach-
Bliley Act, which repealed Glass-Steagall. Dodd-Frank proposed eight areas of regulation. See 
Appendix for details of its contents. 
 
Thesis 75.  Wall Street rarely reveals its errors, and John Reed is an exception.  John S. Reed, 
former Chairman and CEO of, Citicorp, Citibank, and Citigroup, was involved, along with many 
Wall Street leaders, in getting the Gramm-Leach-Bliley Act of 1999 enacted.  After the 
Economic Collapse of 2008, he stated it was the wrong thing to do.  When asked by 
interviewers how Congress could have approved the Act, he said it was because we (meaning 
Wall Street lobbyists) spent a lot of time and money to convince them to do it.  Afterword, Reed 
was asked to be interim CEO of the New York Stock Exchange after the Richard Grasso over-
compensation scandal.  He accepted the job for a $1 salary and set up new governance rules 
as the NYSE became a public corporation.  John Reed is one of the few American heroes on 
Wall Street because of his honesty and courage to speak the truth in a straightforward manner. 

ON NATURE, SCIENCE, AND RELIGION 

Thesis 76.  Initially, the meaning of human life was explained by a philosophy that combined 
religion and science (as it was known at the time).  Nearly all indigenous tribes have similar 
beliefs.  In the 1700’s, 1800’s, and 1900’s, as more “scientific” information was revealed to 

humans, some accepted the “new” science while others rejected it because it threatened their 
beliefs and perceptions.  Now science offers evidence that there are of molecules of belief, 
emotions, and compassion; with compassion being the underlying cornerstone of all major 
religious beliefs.   

Thesis 77.  During the Paleolithic times, and even more so during Neolithic times (up to 6,000 
BCE), civilizations were primarily Female Dominated – Cooperative cultures.  This changed with 
the invasion of the Kurgans in Eastern Europe and the world became full of Male Dominated-
Competitive cultures that spread their dominance over Europe and Asia.  The influence of this 

http://useconomy.about.com/od/themarkets/p/wall-street.htm
http://useconomy.about.com/od/glossary/g/glass_steagall_act.htm
http://useconomy.about.com/od/glossary/g/glass_steagall_act.htm


culture still dominates many activities around the planet, however there are many movements to 
return to an Age of Cooperation, which is the inherent nature of life. 

Thesis 78.  The Nature of Nature is to cooperate and sustain.  We need to develop an attitude 
that works with natural tendencies and identify the source and motives of those that reject this 
attitude.  This has been the case since the first single cell forms of life emerged. 

Thesis 79.  As nature evolves, so evolves science and religion.  We should not resist the 
evolution of both, for it is the nature of nature and the Creator's gift to the Universe. 

Thesis 80.  As science explains those things that are explicable, religion explains those things 
are otherwise inexplicable.    When the Creator reveals more information to us, we should 
modify our belief system to reflect the new information. It is natural to accept these gifts of 
illumination and use them to make the world a better place instead of clinging to beliefs that 
serve no useful purpose.    During this evolutionary process, it is natural (and proper) to be 
tolerant of other's belief systems. 

(credits to Spontaneous Evolution, Bruce H. Lipton and Steve Bhaerman;  The Battle for God, 
Karen Armstrong; The Chalice and the Blade, Riane Eisler; Guns, Germs, and Steel, Jared 
Diamond,  and all indigenous civilizations of the earth.) 

ON HAPPINESS 

Thesis 81.  Gallup Poll, May 5-8:  In general, are you satisfied or dissatisfied with the way things 
are going in the United States at this time? Answer: Two-thirds or more of Americans describe 
themselves as “dissatisfied with the way things are going in the United States”, up from around 

one-third in the late 1990’s. 

Thesis 82. Rasmussen Reports: January 2010, “65% Now Hold Populist, or Mainstream Views”: 
A large majority, 71 percent to 15 percent, describes the federal government as “a special 

interest group that looks out primarily for its own interests”.  70 percent to 12 percent agree that 

“government and big business typically work together in ways that hurt consumers and 

investors”. 
 
Thesis 83.  The US government has lost the confidence of the American people in a way that 
has not previously occurred in modern American History or probably elsewhere in the high-
income world.  Americans harbor fundamental doubts about the motivations, ethics, and 
competency of their federal government.  This lack of confidence extends to most of American’s 
major institutions.  According to Pew Research Center for the People and the Press, April 2010, 
the public deeply distrusts banks, large corporations, news media, the entertainment industry, 
and unions, in addition to their distrust of the federal government and its agencies. 

Thesis 84.  According to Richard Easterlin on Self-reported Happiness of the American 
People:Americans hit a kind of ceiling on self-reported happiness (sometimes called subjective 



well-being or SWB) several decades back.  The trend line of happiness between 1972 and 2006 
is flat, varying between 2.1 and 2.3 on a scale from 1 (not happy) to 3 (happy), even as per 
capita GDP doubled from $22,000 to $43,000, as seen in Data from US Bureau of Economic 
Analysis. 

ON EMPLOYMENT 

Thesis 85.  Even before the current economic crisis, the 2000’s had the lowest growth of jobs 
any decade since World War II. Data from Bureau of Labor Statistics. 

Thesis 86.  The unemployment rate is by far the highest among lower-skilled workers, reach 15 
percent among workers with less than a high school education and 10 percent of those with a 
high school diploma or some college. Data from Bureau of Labor Statistics 

Thesis 87.  Investment in infrastructure – Overall the grade is a D, “poor” with an estimated five-
year bill of $2.2 trillion to correct deficiencies in basic systems. American Society of Civil 
Engineers report. 

Thesis 88. The public knows basic facts about politics, economics, but struggles with specifics.  
Pew Research 

Thesis 89. We are a technology-rich, advertising-fed, knowledge-poor society.  Jeffery Sachs, 
The Price of Civilization, 2012 

 

ON THE VALUE OF SCIENCE, SUSTAINMENT, AND THE PUBLIC's PERCEPTIONS 

Thesis 90. Eighty-four percent of Americans in a recent Pew survey “see science as having a 

most positive effect on society.” Pew Research Center for the People & the Press, “Public 

Praises Science; Scientists Fault Public, Media,” July 2009. 

Thesis 91. “We have reached, or will soon reach, dangerous thresholds of human activity that 
fundamentally threaten life on the planet.  Mindfulness of nature, therefore, is not a tree 
hugger’s plea but a practical imperative for twenty-first century survival.  Jeffery Sachs, The 
Price of Civilization 

Thesis 92.  “The American performance in the face of ecological dangers is especially sobering.  
American impose the highest per capita impact on the planet yet show the least regard for their 
actions”.  Jeffry Sachs, The Price of Civilization. 

Thesis 93.  Findings of the National Intelligence Council: “Climate change is likely to exacerbate 
resource scarcities; Demand is likely to outstrip easily available supplies (of strategic resources, 



including energy, food, and water) over the next decade or so; Lack of access to stable supplies 
of water is reaching critical proportions; The above trends suggest major discontinuities, shocks, 
and surprises. Global Trends 2025: A Transformed World, 2008 

Thesis 94.  “Today we see the results of this system run amok.  Executives at our most 
respected companies hire people at near-slave wages to toil under inhuman conditions in Asian 
sweatshops.  Oil companies want only to pump toxins into rain-forest rivers, consciously killing 
people, animals, and plants, and committing genocide among ancient cultures.  The 
pharmaceutical industry denies lifesaving medicines to millions of HIV-infected Africans.  Twelve 
million families in our own United States worry about their next meal.  

The energy industry creates an Enron.  The accounting industry creates an Andersen.  The 
income ratio of the one-fifth of the world’s population in the wealthiest countries to the one-fifth 
in the poorest countries went from 30 to 1 in 1960 to 74 to 1 in 1995. 

The United States spends over $87 billion conducting a (non-financed) war in Iraq while 
the United Nations estimates that for less than half that amount we could provide clean 
water, adequate diets, sanitation services, and basic education to every person on the 
planet.” (Emphasis added by editor) 

John Perkins, “Confessions of an Economic Hit Man”, Berrett-Kopehler Publishers, Inc., 2004, 
iBooks 

Thesis 95. As citizens, we have an obligation to set metrics we would like our nation to achieve 
and elect leaders who will embrace the goals and fight for them. As consumers, we need to be 
alert and knowledgeable about companies that ignore values that are important to us as 
humans, and purchase goods and services from companies that embrace our values. 

 



 

ON HOW TO HELP THE CORPORATOCRACY TO HELP SUSTAIN THE PLANET 
 
Thesis 96.  Citizens need to evaluate the impact of the Corporatocracy on our economy, health, 
security, infrastructure, foreign policy, education, energy future, and global warming, and 
welfare of our people. 

Thesis 97.  Because of the size and power and influence of the United States, we, in the interest 
of being alert and knowledgeable citizens, have a responsibility to evaluate the impact of the 
Corporatocracy on global issues. 

Thesis 98.  Citizens can influence the Corporatocracy through the democratic process and 
through consumer decision-making. 

Thesis 99. Increase revenues and cut spending until we balance the federal budget 

Thesis 100. Reform election laws so they better represents the will of the people instead of the 
wealthy 

Thesis 101. Abolish poverty and “de facto” slavery 

Thesis 102. Engage with and support the many Non Government Organizations (NGO’s) that 
are working to help achieve our goals such as The Global Humanitarian Forum, Amnesty 
International, RAN, and many others. 

Additional “Extra Credit” Theses: 

Thesis 102.  The Conscious Community Network (CCN) in Reno, NV brings together diverse 
elements of the city and surrounding regions to improve the communal, economic, and spiritual 
quality of life in the area.  Without fanfare - but with lots of fans – CCN has based it work on 

what it called “the universal spiritual virtues of Love, Integrity, Courage, Service, and Respect.” 

 JAMES SUROWIECKI, The Wisdom of Crowds 

Thesis 104.  “Mindfulness of knowledge therefore requires not only respect for expertise but 
also respect for democratic governance.  We need to identify new ways for the public to share in 
complex problem solving, advised by experts but with the citizenry given a central role in 
shaping its own future.”  Jeffery Sachs, The Price of Civilization 

Thesis 105.  “If I seemed to concentrate on the accomplishments of women in politics, it is 
because they afford a particularly striking example of intelligent use of the new propaganda to 
secure attention and acceptance of minority ideas. It is perhaps curiously appropriate that the 
latest recruits to the political arena should recognize and make use of the newest weapons of 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/james_surowiecki


persuasion to offset any lack of experience with what is somewhat euphemistically termed 
practical politics”  (written in 1928) Excerpt From: Bernays, Edward. “Propaganda” Perseus, 
2010-07-12. iBooks.  

Thesis 106.  “Whatever of social importance is done today, whether in politics, finance, 
manufacture, agriculture, charity, education, or other fields, must be done with the help of 
propaganda”  (written in 1928) Excerpt From: Bernays, Edward. “Propaganda” Perseus, 2010-
07-12. iBooks.  

Thesis 107.  “The invisible government tends to be concentrated in the hands of the few 
because of the expense of manipulating the social machinery which controls the opinions and 
habits of the masses. To advertise on a scale which will reach fifty million persons is expensive. 
To reach and persuade the group leaders who dictate the public’s thoughts and actions is 

likewise expensive.”  (written in 1928) Excerpt From: Bernays, Edward. “Propaganda.” Perseus, 
2010-07-12. iBooks.  

Thesis 108. “If the suffrage campaign did nothing more, it showed the possibilities of 
propaganda to achieve certain ends. This propaganda today is being utilized by women to 
achieve their programs in Washington and in the states. In Washington they are organized as 
the Legislative Committee of fourteen Women’s Organizations, including the League of Women 

Voters, the Young Women’s Christian Association, the Women’s Christian Temperance Union, 

the Federation of Women’s Clubs, etc. These organizations map out a legislative program and 
then use the modern technique of propaganda to make this legislative program actually pass 
into the law of the land. Their accomplishments in the field are various. They can justifiably take 
the credit for much welfare legislation. The eight-hour day is theirs. Undoubtedly prohibition and 
its enforcement are theirs, if they can be considered an accomplishment. So is the Shepard-
Towner Bill which stipulates support by the central government of maternity welfare in the state 
governments. This bill would not have passed had it not been for the political prescience and 
sagacity of women like Mrs. Vanderlip and Mrs. Mitchell.”  (written in 1928) Excerpt From: 

Bernays, Edward. “Propaganda” Perseus, 2010-07-12. iBooks.  

 

NOTES: 

Can we really end poverty?  

It you have any doubts, it would be worthwhile to read, The End of Poverty by Jeffrey Sachs.  It 
provides an excellent methodology for accomplishing this goal and it is based on real-world 
successes. 



 

We, as a people, can set the agenda of the corporatocracy with our dollars and our votes if we: 

• Purchase goods and services from those companies who generate the least amount of 
external/social costs  

• Vote for those elected officials who provide leadership in helping us achieve our goals. 

But what are our collective GOALS and how do we set them?   

Based on the polls taken in many surveys, we have many values that should be reflected in the 
goals we set, some of which are in Theses 19-23. 

Based on the wealth of knowledge that we have, we should be able to set a baseline of AS-IS 
metrics that describe our current status in various areas that are important to us at the following 
levels: 

Local  

Regional 

State 

National 

International   

The metrics should be based on those kept by authoritative agencies.  Examples of categories 
in which statistics might be kept include Health (such as those contained in Theses 31 and 32), 
Economy (such as those contained in Thesis 18), Costs of Global Warming, Crime levels, 
Poverty levels, Human Rights statistics, Energy consumption rates, Energy Availability, Slavery 
statistics, etc.   

We should keep a score card of who is winning the battle for meeting our local - global goals 
and objectives.  We should also make that reveals how each elected official voted on critical 
issues that contribute to our stated goals such as increasing education, reducing poverty, 
increasing sustainability, transparency, etc. 

As pointed out in Hoodwinked by John Perkins : 

Over the last few years, there has been an “abandonment of laws that force corporations to 
adhere to strict environmental, social, truth-in-advertising, and other standards that once 
protected the rights of the general populace; assumption of large amounts of personal, 
corporate, and governmental debt; privatization of utilities, prisons, and other “public” 

institutions’ increased police surveillance under the guise of ‘homeland security’; and the use of 
public lands to serve corporate interests. 



… 

The human rights group Amnesty International warned in May 2009 that the worldwide 
economic decline was leading to greater repression across the globe, concluding that ‘we are 

sitting on a powder keg of inequality, injustice and insecurity, and it is about to explode.’  The 
Global Humanitarian Forum reported that global warming causes more than 300,000 deaths 
each year.  We ignored all these signs, and countless others.”…” We deceived ourselves into 

believing in the efficacy of a system where less that 5 percent of the world’s population lives in 

the United States but consumes more than 25 percent of the world’s resources while nearly half 

the world’s population struggles to survive at or below the poverty level.  Where nearly 200 
million children serve as child laborers, de facto slaves, working under inhumane conditions.  
Where poor countries pay $1.30 servicing foreign debts for every $1.00 they receive in foreign 
aid.  And where one continent, Africa, expends four times more on debt payments than on 
health care. 

We read statistics like these, glanced around at each other, shrugged, and tried to convince 
ourselves that “our system may not be perfect, but it’s the best there is.”  John Perkins, 
Hoodwinked. 

If you think we can do better, become alert and knowledgeable and 
take action to make it happen.  

West Virginia is trying to make a difference: West Virginia Becomes 12th State to Call For 
Amendment Overturning Citizens United 

 

Ordinary citizens can bring about extraordinary changes in corporations.  Examples abound 
such as the results achieved by Randy Hayes, Rainforest Action Network (RAN), who has been 
instrumental in getting large companies to sign agreements that commit them to  “ecological 

sustain-ability and social responsibility” and they pledge to implement specific steps for fulfilling 

their commitment.  Randy’s work in confronting corporations has convinced corporations to use 

the triple bottom line.  It is up to us consumers to reinforce the work that Randy and other’s have 
done by purchase goods and services from corporations that are socially responsible. 

How can you find corporations that are socially responsible?  

 

TO DO LIST: 

http://blog.pfaw.org/content/west-virginia-becomes-12th-state-call-amendment-overturning-citizens-united
http://blog.pfaw.org/content/west-virginia-becomes-12th-state-call-amendment-overturning-citizens-united


When tempted to engage in “retail therapy” instead jog, meditate, read, or find some other 
solution. 

Shop consciously if there is something you must have; purchase items whose packaging, 
ingredients, and methods of production are sustainable and support life. 

Make everything you own last as long as possible. 

Purchase at consignment and thrift stores where everything is recycled. 

Protest against “free” trade agreements and sweatshops. 

Write letters telling Monsanto, De Beers, ExxonMobil, Adidas, GE, Coca-Cola, Wal-Mart, and 
other labor exploiters and environment destroyers why you refuse to purchase from them. 

Write letters praising Home Depot, Kinko’s, Citicorp, Starbucks, Whole Foods, and other 
companies that cooperate with RAN, Amnesty International, and other NGOs. 

Cut back on oil and gas consumption. 

Downsize your car, home, wardrobe, everything in your life. 

Send money to nonprofits, radio stations, and other organizations that promote just causes. 

Volunteer your time and energy to such organizations. 

Support local merchants. 

Encourage stores to buy from local growers, producers, and suppliers. 

Shop at your local farmers’ market. 

Drink tap water (get the water company to do a better job if necessary, but avoid buying bottled 
water). 

Vote for enlightened school boards, commissions, ordinances, and politicians 

Run for office. 

Insist that those who use your money—banks, pensions, mutual funds, companies—make 
socially and environmentally responsible investments. 

Speak out whenever forums present themselves. 

Volunteer to talk at your local school about your favorite subject (beekeeping, weaving, tennis, 
anything) and use it to challenge students, to wake them up. 



Discuss externalities, the costs of pollution, poor working conditions, public subsidies, corporate 
exemptions, and other environmental, social, and political factors that should be included in the 
prices we pay for goods and services but are not; let people know that when we do not pay for 
these very real expenses, we rob future generations” 

Excerpt From: Perkins, John. “The Secret History of the American Empire.” Penguin Group, 
Inc., 2007. iBooks.  

 

Websites of Corporate watchdogs and activist organizations 

350 
350.org is building a global grassroots movement to solve the climate crisis 
WWW.350.ORG 

Green America 
Economic Action for a Just Planet 
WWW.GREEN AMERICA.ORG   

Occupy Together 
An International outgrowth of the Occupy Movement 
HTTP://WWW.OCCUPYTOGETHER.ORG 
 
IVN   
a project of FIVE – Foundation for Independent Voter Education 
HTTP://IVN.US/ 

ONE 
Join the fight against extreme poverty 
WWW.ONE.ORG 

TED (Technology, Education, Design) 
A non-profit dedicated to ideas worth spreading 
WWW.TED.COM 
 
Organizations Described in the book “The Secret History of the American 
Empire." By John Perkins 

Amnesty International 
WWW.AMNESTY.ORG 
 
Cinema Libre Studio 
WWW.CINEMALIBRESTUDIO.COM 
 
Democracy Now! 
WWW.DEMOCRACYNOW.ORG 

http://www.350.org/
http://greenamerica.org/
http://www.occupytogether.org/
http://ivn.us/
http://www.one.org/
http://www.amnesty.org/
http://www.cinemalibrestudio.com/
http://www.democracynow.org/


 
Dream Change 
WWW.DREAMCHANGE.ORG 
 
Ecova-mali 
(founded by Gregory Flatt, Cynthia Hellman, and Siré Diallo to promote sustainable 
development in Mali) 
WWW.ECOVAMALI.ORG 
 
Educating for Justice 
(founded by Jim Keady and Leslie Kretzu, filmmakers who lived like Nike workers in Indonesia) 
WWW.EDUCATINGFORJUSTICE.ORG 
 
Sweat, the film depicting conditions of Nike workers: 
WWW.SWEATTHEFILM.ORG 
 
Global Awareness and Change Club (GAC) 
(founded by high school students Joel Bray and Tyler Thompson) 
WWW.DREAMCHANGE.ORG, see “Dream Change Projects” 
 
Global Dialogue Center, The 
WWW.GLOBALDIALOGUECENTER.COM 
 
MoveOn 
WWW.MOVEON.ORG 
 
Pachamama Alliance, The 
WWW.PACHAMAMA.ORG 
 
Rainforest Action Network 
WWW.RAN.ORG 
 

Excerpt From: Perkins, John. “The Secret History of the American Empire.” Penguin Group, 
Inc., 2007. iBooks.  

This material may be protected by copyright. 

Also see Appendix B of the same book 

“Entry Points for Living Democracy” 
By Frances Moore Lappe 
Author of Diet for a Small Planet and Democracy’s Edge: Choosing to Save Our Country by 

Bringing Democracy to Life” 

http://www.dreamchange.org/
http://www.ecovamali.org/
http://www.educatingforjustice.org/
http://www.sweatthefilm.org/
http://www.globaldialoguecenter.com/
http://www.moveon.org/
http://www.pachamama.org/


 

 
 
NOTES: 
 
Appendix 1  Economics – Jeffery Sachs 

The following are excerpts from The Price of Civilization by Jeffery Sachs, 

 “The crisis of the world economy during the 1970s proved to be a decisive break in U.S. 
economic and political governance. The optimism concerning the mixed economy was assailed. 
Within academia Samuelson’s synthesis of market and government was under heated attack. 
Economics as an academic discipline was turned on its head by the ascendancy of a new 
school of thought led by Milton Friedman and Friedrich Hayek, one that deemphasized the 
mixed economy and played up the functioning of the market system. Though Friedman and 
Hayek were definitely not free-market zealots, as they supported a clear but limited role of 
government, they also expressed greatly increased skepticism about the role of government in 
the economy. 

My preparatory economics education ended in 1980 with my PhD. I had entered Harvard as a 
freshman in 1972 during the Age of Paul Samuelson and joined the Harvard faculty as an 
assistant professor in the fall of 1980 at the start of the Age of Milton Friedman. That year, 
Ronald Reagan won the presidency on a platform of rolling back the role of government. Across 
the Atlantic, the United Kingdom’s new prime minister, Margaret Thatcher, stood for the same.  
Together, Reagan and Thatcher launched a rollback of government the likes of which had not 
been seen in decades.  Many of the measures of the Reagan presidency, notably the sharp cut 
in the top tax rates and the deregulation of industry, won support throughout the economics 
profession and the society.   

The main effect of the Reagan Revolution, however, was not the specific policies but a new 
antipathy to the role of government, a new disdain for the poor who depended on government 
for income support and a new invitation to the rich to shed their moral responsibilities to the rest 
of society. Reagan helped plant the notion that society could benefit most not by insisting on the 
civic virtue of the wealthy, but by cutting their tax rates and thereby unleashing their 
entrepreneurial zeal. Whether such entrepreneurial zeal was released is debatable, but there is 
little doubt that a lot of pent-up greed was released, greed that infected the political system and 
that still haunts America today. 
 

The Case for a Mixed Economy 
 
We need to understand precisely where the free-market ideology goes awry. A good starting 
point is the most basic functioning of the market economy, notably the law of supply and 



demand. It is when supply and demand stop functioning effectively that government must step 
forward… 

Governments are needed to provide certain public goods, such as highways, that markets by 
themselves will either not provide or not provide to the right scale… 

Free markets also fail when providers cause adverse spillovers to the rest of society, such as by 
polluting the rivers with toxic chemicals or emitting climate-changing carbon dioxide into the air 
from a coal—fired power plant.  In such cases, the private economy tends to oversupply the 
goods in question, unless there are specific regulations or levies imposed on the offending 
actions.  We say that the market needs “corrective pricing” such as a tax levied on the pollutant, 
in order to reduce negative spillovers. 

Private markets fall short in the case of scientific research as well, where spillovers of 
knowledge occur.  Scientists don’t-and shouldn’t-own rights to their basic scientific discoveries.  

Imagine if Isaac Newton’s estate held a patent or copyright on the gravity equation… 

Free markets also need governments to help regulate the marketplace when information 
between buyers and sellers is “asymmetric”.  When sellers have inside information unavailable 
to buyers, fraud and waste are rife. In the lead-up to the 2008 financial crash, for example, Wall 
Street sold toxic assets to unsuspecting German banks, thereby extending the bubble and 
increasing its ultimate cost. In a different sphere, some doctors increase their fees by 
prescribing medical tests and procedures that are not needed, while patients and insurers are 
unable to second-guess the medical advice. In both cases, the implication is the need for 
government regulation: of securities markets to prevent financial fraud and of health care 
insurers to prevent medical fraud. 

It’s worth recalling that all great promoters of the market economy, including Adam Smith, John 
Maynard Keynes, Paul Samuelson, Friedrich Hayek, and Milton Friedman, were fully aware of 
the reality of public goods, environmental spillovers, and asymmetric information and therefore 
of the need for the government to be deeply engaged in public education, road building, 
scientific discovery, environmental protection, financial regulation, and many other activities. 
None ever denied a major role for government in a market system. That’s true not only of 
Keynes and Samuelson, who are famous for their championship of the mixed economy, but also 
of Hayek and Friedman, who are known for their advocacy of unfettered markets. It is only the 
present-day free-market acolytes of Hayek and Friedman who neglect the key role of 
government in ensuring the efficiency and fairness of a market system.  

Hayek noted in The Road to Serfdom that we should not confuse the opposition to central 
planning with “ a dogmatic laissez faire (free market) attitude.”  The correct position, said Hayek, 
lies in favor of making the best possible use of the forces of competition as a means of 



coordinating human efforts, not an argument for leaving things just as they are. It is based on 
conviction that, where effective competition can be created, it is a better way of guiding 
individual efforts than any other.… Nor does it deny that, where it is impossible to create the 

conditions necessary to make competition effective, we must resort to other methods of guiding 
economic activity. (Emphasis added.) Friedrich Hayek, The Road to Serfdom  (Chicago: 
University of Chicago Press, 1944), p. 36.”    

As a nation, we should embrace the “Eight dimensions of our lives: 

Mindfulness of self: personal moderation to escape mass consumerism 

Mindfulness of work: the balancing of work and leisure 

Mindfulness of knowledge: the cultivation of education 

Mindfulness of others: the exercise of compassion and cooperation 

Mindfulness of nature: the conservation of the world’s ecosystems 

Mindfulness of the future: the responsibility to save for the future 

Mindfulness of politics: the cultivation of public deliberation and shared values for collective 
action through political institutions 

Mindfulness of the world: the acceptance of diversity as a path to peace” 

Excerpt From: Jeffrey D. Sachs. “The Price of Civilization: Reawakening American Virtue and 

Prosperity.” Random House, 2012-08-21. 

 
Appendix 2 
Defining Capitalism, Communism, Fascism, Socialism 

 Caveat: There are some inherent pitfalls trying to offer simple, bite sized definitions of 

capitalism, socialism, communism and fascism – the first being that these are complex concepts 
concerning both economics and government, so short definitions will be incomplete; the second 
being that these concepts are not always mutually exclusive (most modern states combine 
elements of more than one); the third being that historical states defined the terms differently; 
and finally, some of the terms refer strictly to economic systems (capitalism) while others 
(fascism) also refer to government and economic systems (communism and fascism).  

For a point of reference, the United States is a Constitutional Democratic Republic that has long 
embraced both capitalism (free markets) and socialism (public schools and universities, and 



public works – parks, roads and highways, sewer and water, dams, harbors, as well as social 

welfare, such as worker’s comp, unemployment insurance, social security etc.). 

Capitalism 
In common usage, the word capitalism means an economic system in which all or most of the 
means of production are privately owned and operated, and the investment of capital and 
the production, distribution, and prices of commodities (goods and services) are determined 
mainly in a free market, rather than by the state.  In capitalism, the means of production are 
generally operated for profit. 

In a purely capitalist economy, there would be no public schools, no state owned or maintained 
roads and highways, public works, welfare, unemployment insurance, workers compensation, 
Social Security benefits etc. 
Socialism 
Most generally, socialism refers to state ownership of common property, or state ownership 

of the means of production.  A purely socialist state would be one in which the state owns and 
operates the means of production. However, nearly all modern capitalist countries combine 
socialism and capitalism. 

The University of Idaho, and any other public school or university, is a “socialist” institutions, and 
those who attend it or work for it are partaking in socialism, because it is owned and operated 
by the state of Idaho.  The same is true of federal and state highways, federal and state parks, 
harbors etc. 
Communism 
Most generally, communism refers to community ownership of property, with the end goal 

being complete social equality via economic equality.  Communism is generally seen by 
communist countries as an idealized utopian economic and social state that the country as a 
whole is working toward;  that is to say that pure communism is the ideal that the People’s 

Republic of China is (was?) working toward.  Such an ideal often justifies means (such as 
authoritarianism or totalitarianism) that are not themselves communist ideals. 

Fundamentally, communism argues that all labor belongs to the individual laborer; no 

man can own another man's body, and therefore each man owns his own labor.  In this model 

all "profit" actually belongs in part to the laborer, not, or not just, those who control the means of 

production, such as the business or factory owner.  Profit that is not shared with the laborer, 
therefore, is considered inherently exploitive. 

 Fascism 

The word descends from the Latin ‘fasces’, the bundle of sticks used by the Romans to 

symbolize their empire.  This should clue you in that Fascism attempts to recapture both the 
glory and social organization of Rome. 



Most generally, “a governmental system led by a dictator having complete power, forcibly 
suppressing opposition and criticism, regimenting all industry, commerce, etc., and emphasizing 
an aggressive nationalism and often racism.”  

Unlike communism, fascism is opposed to state ownership of capital and economic 

equality is not a principle or goal.  During the 1930s and WWII, communism and fascism 

represented the extreme left and right, respectively, in European politics.  Hitler justified both 
Nazi anti-Semitism and dictatorship largely on the basis of his working to fight-off communism. 

The church also played a major role in all of the European fascist countries (Germany, Italy, 
Spain, Portugal) as the authority on religious and moral issues, which was opposed to the threat 
of "godless communists". 
HTTP://WWW.CLASS.UIDAHO.EDU/ENGL_258/LECTURE%20NOTES/CAPITALISM%20ETC
%20DEFINED.HTM 

Appendix 3  

Colonial Money 

The paper bills issued by the colonies were known as "BILLS OF CREDIT". Bills of credit were 
usually FIAT MONEY; that is, they could not be exchanged for a fixed amount of gold or silver 

coins upon demand.[3][5] Bills of credit were usually issued by colonial governments to pay debts. 
The governments would then retire the currency by accepting the bills for payment of taxes. 
When colonial governments issued too many bills of credit, or failed to tax them out of 
circulation, INFLATION resulted. This happened especially in NEW ENGLAND and the southern 

colonies, which unlike the MIDDLE COLONIES, were frequently at war.[5] Wikipedia 

This depreciation of colonial currency was harmful to creditors in Great Britain when colonists 

paid their debts with money that had lost value. Adam Smith criticized colonial bills of credit in his 

famed 1776 work The Wealth of Nations. According to Smith, the inflationary nature of the 

currency was a "violent injustice" to the creditor; "a scheme of fraudulent debtors to cheat their 
creditors" (Book II, Chapter II). As a result, the British Parliament passed several Currency Acts to 

regulate the paper money issued by the colonies. The Currency Act of 1751 restricted the 
emission of paper money in New England. It allowed the existing bills to be used as legal 

tender for public debts (i.e. paying taxes), but disallowed their use for private debts (e.g. for 

paying merchants).[6] Wikipedia 

Appendix 4 Dodd-Frank Act 

Regulate Credit Cards, Loans and Mortgages: 

http://www.class.uidaho.edu/engl_258/lecture%2520notes/capitalism%2520etc%2520defined.htm
http://www.class.uidaho.edu/engl_258/lecture%2520notes/capitalism%2520etc%2520defined.htm
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/bills_of_credit
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/fiat_money
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/early_american_currency#cite_note-Michener-3
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/early_american_currency#cite_note-Michener-3
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/inflation
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/new_england
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/middle_colonies
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/early_american_currency#cite_note-Wright.2C_45-5
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/depreciation_(currency)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/adam_smith
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/the_wealth_of_nations
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/parliament_of_great_britain
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/currency_act
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/new_england
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/legal_tender
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/legal_tender
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/early_american_currency#cite_note-6


The CONSUMER FINANCIAL PROTECTION AGENCY consolidated protection from many 
different agencies. It oversees credit reporting agencies, credit and debit cards, payday 
and CONSUMER LOANS(but not auto loans from dealers). The CFPA regulated credit fees, 
including credit, debit, mortgage underwriting and bank fees. It protects homeowners in real 
estate transactions by requiring they understand risky mortgage loans. It also requires banks to 
verify borrower's income, credit history and job status. The CFPA is under the U.S. TREASURY 
DEPARTMENT. 

Oversee Wall Street: 

The Financial Stability Oversight Council looks out for risks that affect the entire financial 
industry. It also oversees non-bank financial firms like HEDGE FUNDS. If any of these 
companies get too big, it can recommend they be regulated by the Federal Reserve, which can 
ask it to increase its reserve requirement. This prevents another AIG from becoming TOO BIG 

TO FAIL. The Council is chaired by the TREASURY SECRETARY, and has nine members: the 

Fed, SEC, CFTC, OCC, FDIC, FHFA and the new CFPA. 

Stop Banks from Gambling with Depositors' Money: 

The VOLCKER RULE bans banks from using or owning hedge funds for the banks' own profit. 
That's because they'd often use their depositors' funds to do so. Banks can use hedge funds for 
their customers only. Determining which funds are for the banks' profits and which funds are for 
customers has been difficult. Therefore, Dodd-Frank gave banks seven years to divest the 
funds. They can keep any funds if that are less than 3% of revenue.  (Editor’s note: see What 
Adam Smith thinks about this in Thesis 43) 

Regulate Risky Derivatives: 

Dodd-Frank required that the riskiest derivatives, like CREDIT DEFAULT SWAPS, be regulated 
by the (SEC) or the Commodity Futures Trading Commission (CFTC). In this way, excessive 
risk-taking can be identified and brought to policy-makers' attention before a major crisis occurs. 
A clearinghouse, similar to the stock exchange, must be set up so these derivative trades can 
be transacted in public. However, Dodd-Frank left it up to the regulators to determine exactly the 
best way to put this into place, which has led to a series of studies. 

Bring Hedge Funds Trades Into the Light: 

One of the causes of the 2008 FINANCIAL CRISIS was that, since hedge funds and other 
financial advisers weren't regulated, no one knew what they were investing in or how much was 
at stake. That's why the Fed and other agencies thought the mortgage crisis would be confined 

http://useconomy.about.com/od/candidatesandtheeconomy/g/consumer_financial_protection_agency.htm
http://useconomy.about.com/od/demand/a/average-consumer-debt-statistics.htm
http://useconomy.about.com/od/governmentagencies/p/treasury.htm
http://useconomy.about.com/od/governmentagencies/p/treasury.htm
http://useconomy.about.com/od/themarkets/f/hedge_funds.htm
http://useconomy.about.com/od/businesses/p/aig.htm
http://useconomy.about.com/od/businesses/p/too-big-to-fail.htm
http://useconomy.about.com/od/businesses/p/too-big-to-fail.htm
http://useconomy.about.com/od/people/tp/united-states-secretary-of-the-treasury.htm
http://useconomy.about.com/od/governmentagencies/p/sec.htm
http://useconomy.about.com/od/governmentagencies/p/fdic.htm
http://useconomy.about.com/od/glossary/g/volcker_rule.htm
http://useconomy.about.com/od/glossary/g/default_swap.htm
http://useconomy.about.com/od/criticalssues/f/what-is-the-global-financial-crisis-of-2008.htm


to the housing industry. To correct for that, Dodd-Frank says that hedge funds must register with 
the SEC and provide date about their trades and portfolios so the SEC can assess overall 
market risk. States are given more power to regulate investment advisers, since Dodd-Frank 
raises the asset threshold limit from $30 million to $100 million. 

Oversee Credit Rating Agencies: 

Dodd-Frank created an Office of Credit Rating at the SECURITIES AND EXCHANGE 

COMMISSION(SEC) to regulate credit ratings agencies like Moody's and STANDARD & 
POOR'S. Many blame the agencies for over-rating some bundles of derivatives 
and MORTGAGE-BACKED SECURITIES. This mislead investors who didn't realize the debt 
was in danger of not being repaid. The SEC can require agencies to submit their methodologies 
for review, and can deregister an agency that gives faulty ratings. 

Increase Supervision of Insurance Companies: 

It created a new Federal Insurance Office under the Treasury Department, which identifies 
insurance companies like AIG that create risk to the entire system. It will also gather information 
about the insurance industry and make sure affordable insurance is available to minorities and 
other underserved communities. It will represent the U.S. on insurance policies in international 
affairs. The new office will also work with the states to streamline regulation of surplus lines 
insurance and reinsurance. 

Reform the Federal Reserve: 

The GOVERNMENT ACCOUNTABILITY OFFICE(GAO) was allowed to audit the FED'S 
EMERGENCY LOANS DURING THE FINANCIAL CRISIS. It can review future emergency 
loans, when needed. The Fed cannot make an emergency loan to a single entity, like Bear 
Stearns or AIG, without Treasury Department approval. (Although the Fed did work closely with 
Treasury during the crisis.) The Fed must make public the names of BANKS that received these 

loans or TARP FUNDS. 
 
The Dodd-Frank Act was named after the two legislators who created it. It was introduced by 
Senator Chris Dodd on March 15, 2010 and passed by the Senate on May 20. The bill was 
revised by Congressman Barney Frank and approved by the House on June 30. On July 21 
2010, President Obama signed the Dodd-Frank Wall Street Reform Act into law. (Source: U.S. 

Senate, Dodd-Frank Wall Street Reform Act, Morrison & Forster, Summary of Dodd-Frank 

Reform Act) (Article updated January 14, 2012) 
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Appendix 5  

(from Hoodwinked, by John Perkins) 

“Structural Adjustment Programs (SAPs) which are employed by the World Bank and IMF when 
countries cannot pay back their loans, are severely criticized because they: 

1. Threaten national sovereignty and undermine the democratic process by transferring 
control to foreigners; 

2. Benefit the largest donors (especially the United States, European Union, Canada, and 
Japan) whose corporations end up owning the privatized sectors and whose financial 
institutions receive high interest rate payments; 

3. Privatize resources that had been in the public domain; 

4. Encourage foreign corporations to exploit workers and corrupt local officials as they 
lobby for lax environmental and labor regulations and tax loopholes; 

5. Discourage agriculture and land reform, thereby protecting aristocracies and facilitating 
the growth of slums and poverty; 

6. Increase the use of fertilizers and pesticides that damage the environment and make 
farmers dependent on foreign chemical companies; 

7. Force cutbacks on health, education, and other social services by diverting money to 
interest payments; 

8. Disenfranchise women who dominate workforces in the education, health,  and other 
social services, and 

9. Cause the abandonment of women and children as rural men migrate to cities and other 
countries. 

10. Oh, and by the way, THEY DO NOT WORK!  and that is why we, in the US, don’t use 

that approach in our economic recovery programs.” 

 

Credits and Recommendations for Further Reading: 

Jeffrey D. Sachs. “The Price of Civilization: Reawakening American Virtue and Prosperity.” 
Random House, 2012-08-21. 

Jeffrey D. Sachs, “The End of Poverty: Economic Possibilities for Our Time”, Random House, 
2005 



Bernays, Edward. “Propaganda.” Perseus, 2010-07-12 (Originally published in 1928)  

JAMES SUROWIECKI, “The Wisdom of Crowds”, First Anchor Books, 2004 

Karen Armstrong, “The Battle for God, A History of Fundamentalism”, Random House, 2000 

Michael T. Klare, “Blood and Oil, The Dangers and Consequences of America’s Growing 

Dependency on Imported Petroleum”, Henry Holt & Company, 2004, 

Herman, Arthur, “How the Scots Invented the Modern World”, Three Rivers Press, 2001 

 Michael Lewis, “The Big Short: Inside the Doomsday Machine”, W.W. Norton & Company, 2010 

Adam Smith, “The Wealth of Nations”, (Originally published in 1776) 

Bruce H. Lipton, “The Biology of Belief”, Hay House, 2008  
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	Disputation of Jerry McFeeters, concerned citizen and Professional Engineer, on the Power and Efficacy of Big Government/Big Business
	May 15, 2013
	Out of love for the truth and the desire to bring it to light, the following propositions will be discussed at Frederick, MD, under the residence of Jerry McFeeters, an American citizen, on the same at that place.  Wherefore he requests that those who...
	In the name of Truth, Justice, and Fairness,
	Jerry
	ON ORIGINS of Modern Business and the US Government:
	Thesis 1.  In 1776, our forefathers declared our Creator endowed us with certain unalienable rights, and among these are life, liberty, and the pursuit of property happiness. (Ed Note: Initial drafts used the word “property”, however it was deleted an...
	Thesis 2.  In 1776, Adam Smith published An Inquiry into the Nature and Causes of the Wealth of Nations, otherwise know as, The Wealth of Nations, which laid the theoretical and philosophical foundations for capitalism.
	Thesis 3.  In 1787, the people of the United States, in Order to form a more perfect Union, establish Justice, insure domestic Tranquility, provide for the common defence(sic), promote the general Welfare, and secure the Blessings of Liberty to oursel...
	Our Founding Fathers had key concepts in mind:
	Justice – Can this be measured by answering the question “Is everybody treated equally?”
	Domestic Tranquility – This was in response to Shay’s Rebellion to ensure the federal government had powers to squash rebellions and to smooth tensions between states.
	Common Defense – A Militia was set up to defend the country as opposed to having a standing army.
	General Welfare – Does this apply to citizens in general or individuals, or both? Typically it includes health, education, safety and services for the benefit of all.
	Liberty – Does this apply to liberty of a group of people or individual liberty?  Probably the strongest reference is to a group of people who are free from a monarchy and are free make their own collective decisions.  Certainly also includes individu...
	Thesis 4. Our Founding Fathers relied on a Militia to protect our young country and were going to rely on volunteers to serve in the Militia.  They made it illegal to have a standing army for more than two years. Perhaps they thought it was a good ide...
	Under the Constitution, Congress was granted the Power:
	“To raise and support Armies, but no Appropriation of Money to that Use shall be used for a longer term than two Years.
	“To provide for organizing, arming, and disciplining, the Militia, and for governing such Part of them as may be employed in the Service of the United States, reserving to the States respectively, the Appointment of the Officers, and the Authority of ...
	Thesis 5.  The Second Amendment was created specifically to make sure the Militia that was designed to protect our country, had weapons to fend off invaders.
	"Amendment II: A well-regulated militia, being necessary to the security of a free State, the right of the people to keep and bear arms, shall not be infringed."
	Excerpt From: States, United. “The United States Constitution.”, iBooks.
	Thesis 6.  We no longer rely on a militia to protect us from invaders because we now have a standing army (and many other military technologies) to perform that mission.  Therefore, there is no need to have the second amendment, unless we want to use ...
	Thesis 7. What is all the fuss about banking systems?
	Thomas Jefferson:  "...and I sincerely believe ...that banking establishments are more dangerous than standing armies; and that the principle of spending money to be paid by posterity, under the name of funding, is but swindling futurity on a large sc...
	Thesis 8. What do the early colonists and the Islamic faith have in common?  An interest-free banking system.
	Initially, commerce in the colonies was managed using “Colonial Scripts, which is currency printed by each state.  The “money” could be borrowed interest free.  It was essentially an interest- free banking system and led to rapid economic growth in th...
	Thesis 9.  “After Franklin had explained ... to the British government as the real cause of prosperity, they immediately passed laws, forbidding the payment of taxes in that money.  This produced such great inconvenience and misery to the people, that...
	Thesis 10. According to Adam Smith: “The establishment of perfect justice, of perfect liberty, and of perfect equality is the very simple secret which must effectually secure the highest degree of prosperity to all the classes” (Editors Note: Througho...
	Thesis 11.  Capitalism is good. It creates opportunities for individuals and the general public to thrive.  Capitalism can become abusive and when it does, it can leave a wake of poverty and destruction that could threaten our existence on earth. Thes...
	ON THE CORPORATACRACY
	Thesis 12.  The Constitution was written to protect us from monarchies, but we no longer face the threat of being ruled by monarchs.  Now we face the threat of being ruled by large business interests that are beholden only to shareholders who are prim...
	Definition of External Costs - An external cost occurs when producing or consuming a good or service imposes a cost upon a third party.  If there are external costs in consuming a good (negative externalities), the social cost will be greater than the...
	Thesis 13. Corporatocracy is a term used to suggest an economic and political system controlled by corporations or corporate interests.
	Thesis 14. Theodore Roosevelt:  “Behind the ostensible government sits enthroned an invisible government owing no allegiance and acknowledging no responsibility to the people.”
	Thesis 15. Franklin Roosevelt:  “The real truth of the matter is that a financial element in the large centers has owned the government since the days of Andrew Jackson.”
	Thesis 16.  Eisenhower predicted the dangers of a “corporatocracy” in 1961.
	…we must guard against the acquisition of unwarranted influence, whether sought or unsought, by the military-industrial complex. The potential for the disastrous rise of misplaced power exists, and will persist.
	We must never let the weight of this combination endanger our liberties or democratic processes. We should take nothing for granted. Only an alert and knowledgeable citizenry can compel the proper meshing of the huge industrial and military machinery ...
	Dwight D. Eisenhower - President of the United States (and former General of the Army) Dwight D. Eisenhower used the term in his Farewell Address to the Nation on January 17, 1961
	(Ed Note: according to Geoffrey Perret, in his biography of Eisenhower, the phrase "military-industrial-congressional complex" was changed to “military-industrial complex” to appease congressmen.)
	Thesis 17.  Currently, the USA is on a path of creating a small number of very wealthy people that control the country and a large number of relatively poor people who unknowingly and unwittingly are pawns in their game of accumulating wealth without ...
	Thesis 18.  Does the Corporatocracy really exist?
	(bonus link: http://www.ted.com/talks/lawrence_lessig_we_the_people_and_the_republic_we_must_reclaim.html)
	“While polls show that the majority of American want to end the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan, raise corporate taxes, offer better education to their children, and guarantee health care for all citizens, our policy makers implement policies that accomp...
	Elected officials, especially national elected officials, rely heavily on large sums of money to get reelected.  Currently national elections expenditures are over $2 Billion to send propaganda to an often ill-informed public.
	Who pays how much to get presidents elected?
	(The organizations themselves did not donate, rather the money came from the organizations' PACs, their individual members or employees or owners, and those individuals' immediate families.  Organization totals include subsidiaries and affiliates.)
	Obama contributions in 2008
	University of California  $1,648,685Goldman Sachs   $1,013,091Harvard University   $878,164Microsoft Corp    $852,167Google Inc    $814,540JPMorgan Chase & Co  $808,799Citigroup Inc    $736,771Time Warner    $624,618Sidley Austin LLP   $600,29...
	McCain contributions in 2008
	Merrill Lynch    $375,895
	JP Morgan Chase   343,505
	Citigroup    $338,202
	Morgan Stanley   $271,902
	Goldman Sachs   $240,295
	US Government   $202,929
	AT&T, Inc.   $201,938
	Wachovia    $199,663
	UBS AG   $187,493
	Credit Suisse Group   $184,153
	Price Waterhouse Coopers  $169,400
	Barack Obama 2012
	University of California  $1,212,333Microsoft Corp    $815,536Google Inc    $805,120US Government   $724,997Harvard University   $663,968Mitt Romney 2012Goldman Sachs   $1,033,204Bank of America   $1,009,402Morgan Stanley   $911,055JPMorgan ...
	Because of contribution limits, organizations that bundle together many individual contributions are often among the top donors to presidential candidates. These contributions can come from the organization's members or employees (and their families)....
	12 Biggest Donors of the 2012 Election (who were willing to admit it)
	$36.8Million  (R)
	$21.4Million  (R)
	$19Million  (R)
	$12.8Million  (R)
	$8.1Million  (D)
	$7.7Million (D)
	$4.8Million (R)
	$3.9Million (R)
	$3.8Million (D)
	$3.5Million (R)
	$3.4Million (D)
	$3.3Million  (D)
	Source: US News seth cline
	The largest donors to both political parties were Financial Institutions or wealthy private donors.
	Once elected, it is the primary goal of every elected official to get reelected.
	When elected officials return to their constituents on breaks, they are primarily involved in fundraising activities for their next election.
	Think about the relationship between financial institutions and election contributions.
	Think about who won and who lost during the 2008 Economic Crisis
	2008 Economic Crisis Recovery - Resulting Scorecard:
	Banks: 23% larger than they were before the crisis
	Banks: Currently hold more than $8.5 trillion in assets, the equivalent of 56 percent of our country’s annual output, up from 43 percent just five years ago.
	Public: 9 million jobs lost as a result of the financial crisis
	Public: 3.5 million homes lost as a result of the crisis
	Public: $7 Trillion in housing wealth lost
	Public:  Poverty rate increasing from 12.5% to 15.1 % since 2007
	- Neil Barofsky, Bailout – How Washington Abandoned Main Street While Rescuing Wall Street, Free Press. 2012
	Consider the power of Federal Reserve System, an organization that controls our monetary system. According to the Board of Governors, the Federal Reserve System "is considered an independent central bank because its monetary policy decisions do not ha...
	Consider who has the most influence on the creation of laws; the lobbyists who represent the interests of large corporations, their shareholders, and wealthy individuals, who in turn are the largest contributors to national political campaigns.
	Consider the revolving door of leaders in industry/lobbyists/staffers of government officials.
	Consider the power of the World Bank and the International Monetary Fund (IMF) and how they function.  Both organizations are US controlled/influenced.  Time after time, in country after country, funds are provided to countries for major infrastructur...
	(See Confessions of an Economic Hit Man, “The Secret History of the American Empire, Hoodwinked and other works by John Perkins, or watch the film “Even The Rain”, a film that includes the story of how the citizens of Cochabamba, Bolivia fought back o...
	Consider why, when nations experience economic problems and are unable to make their loan payments to the World Bank and IMF, they are forced to accept Structural Adjustment Programs (SAP’s), that mandate client countries drastically reduce government...
	Consider why SAP’s have been severely condemned by political and social scientists around the world for reasons listed in Appendix 5.
	Think about why our government has assisted in ousting democratically elected officials in other countries such as Iran, Chile, Guatemala, Panama, Viet Nam, while keeping monarchs in power in other countries such as Saudi Arabia and the UAR.  Why do w...
	Although many secret meetings take place that could be considered conspiratorial, the corporatocracy was not created by a conspiracy.  Rather, the corporatocracy has evolved when the invisible hand of capitalism shakes hands with the political process...
	More and more corporations are considering their Corporate Social Responsibility to the world and are at least paying lip service to the idea of a “triple bottom line” (the importance of achieving social and environmental targets, as well as financial...
	ON CURRENT THINKING TRENDS IN THE USA
	From Jeffery Sachs:   “Here, then are some things on which Americans broadly agree.
	Thesis 19.  They agree there should be equality of opportunity for American citizens.
	Thesis 20.  They agree that individuals should make the maximum effort to help themselves.
	Thesis 21.  They agree that government should help those in real need, as long as they are also trying to help themselves.
	Thesis 22.  And they broadly agree that the rich should pay more in taxes.
	Thesis 23.  These core values can form the basis of a broad and effective consensus on the basic direction of economic policy”.
	Excerpt From: Jeffrey D. Sachs. “The Price of Civilization: Reawakening American Virtue and Prosperity.” Random House, 2012-08-21
	ON THE VALUE OF INFORMATION PROVIDED TO THE PUBLIC
	Thesis 24.  Many consumer-oriented organizations spend a lot of time and energy working to keep the pubic knowledgeable alert while the corporations spend millions in political processes to keep the public ill-informed or misinformed about the externa...
	Thesis 25.  “A poorly informed public is much more easily swayed by propaganda and much less able to resist the dark maneuvers of the special-interest groups that pull the strings in Washington.”
	Excerpt From: Jeffrey D. Sachs. “The Price of Civilization: Reawakening American Virtue and Prosperity.” Random House, 2012-08-21
	Thesis 26.  “Propaganda becomes vicious and reprehensive only when its authors consciously and deliberately disseminate what they know to be lies, or when they aim at effects which they know to be prejudicial to the common good.”    Excerpt From: Bern...
	Thesis 27.  One of the biggest challenges facing Americans today is sorting out what is political propaganda   (and understanding who is behind it) and what is unbiased information.  By skimming off a layer or two of the onion, one can quickly deciphe...
	Thesis 28.  “The only propaganda which will ever tend to weaken itself as the world becomes more sophisticated and intelligent is propaganda that is untrue or unsocial.”
	Excerpt From: Bernays, Edward. “Propaganda”, Perseus, 2010-07-12. iBooks.
	Thesis 29.  One can determine if it is political propaganda if it is framed to appeal to emotional "HOT BUTTONS", instead of rational, critical thinking.
	ON THE EFFICACY OF OUR HEALTHCARE SYSTEM
	(bonus link: http://www.ted.com/talks/eric_dishman_health_care_should_be_a_team_sport.html)
	Thesis 30.  Many claim our healthcare system is the best in the world.  While we arguably have the best technology in our healthcare system, there are many countries that get better results with their healthcare systems.  Is it because their systems a...
	Thesis 31. According to an editorial from the Journal of the American Medical Association (JAMA):  "The fact is that the US population does not have anywhere near the best health in the world.  Of 13 countries in a recent comparison, the United States...
	13th (last) for low-birth-weight percentages
	13th for neonatal mortality and infant mortality overall
	11th for post neonatal mortality
	13th for years of potential life lost (excluding external causes)
	11th for life expectancy at 1 year for females, 12th for males
	10th for life expectancy at 15 years for females, 12th for males
	10th for life expectancy at 40 years for females, 12th for males
	7th for life expectancy at 65 years for females, 7th for males
	3rd for life expectancy at 80 years for females, 3rd for males
	10th for age-adjusted mortality…
	Thesis 32. The health care system also may contribute to poor health through its adverse effects.  For example, US estimates of the combined effect of errors and adverse effects that occur because of iatrogenic damage not associated with recognizable ...
	Thesis  33.  There are indications that research papers that report positive effects of tested drugs have not been balanced with reports that indicate zero or negative effects of the same drugs.  The reports that indicate zero or negative effects are ...
	Thesis 34. “The Centers for Disease Control list inactivity as the third leading cause of preventable death in the United States. Add poor diet to that, and we have the second leading cause, behind only tobacco. Cancer, neurodegeneration, diabetes, de...
	Thesis 35.  “Organic and grass-fed (sic:foods) are not typically government subsidized, so you pay more for them"   Excerpt From: Wolf, Robb. “The Paleo Solution.” Victory Belt Publishing. iBooks.
	Thesis 36.  It is possible to prevent heart disease through proper diet, stress reduction and exercise.
	Thesis 37. It is possible to prevent cancer through proper diet, stress reduction and exercise.
	Thesis 38.  Although there is anecdotal evidence to support the two theses above, our approach to research does not lend itself to a holistic approach of investigating and therefore results go unreported or are heavily disputed.
	Thesis 39.  Most people believe in the power of prayer and the value of nutrition, but it is difficult to quantify how and why some people are healed as a result of these complimentary and alternative healing approaches and some are not.
	Thesis 40.  Little attention is paid to these "miracle" cures by the government and corporations because there is little money to be made by big pharma in developing these healing approaches. It might be good for the people, but it's not good business...
	Thesis 41. “It’s the damndest thing—the United States is in a health care crisis, the economy is shaky, and the government subsidizes the production of corn, making high-fructose corn syrup cheaper than dirt. Processed food manufacturers make crap foo...
	Excerpt From: Wolf, Robb. “The Paleo Solution.” Victory Belt Publishing. iBooks.
	Thesis 41.  “The Medicare Modernization Act enacted in 2003 entitles persons 65 years of age and over to receive prescription medications free. Well, that’s good, isn’t it? Yep, until the taxpayer gets the bill, that is, and learns that he and she and...
	Thesis 43.  “Not coincidentally, the drug industry is the most profitable industry in the world. In her book, The Truth About Drug Companies, Marcia Angell, M.D., the first woman to serve as editor-in-chief of the New England Journal of Medicine, repo...
	Thesis 44. ..."Even more amazing is that, in 2002, the $35.9 billion in profits earned by the top ten drug companies in the Fortune 500 were greater than the profits of the other 490 Fortune 500 companies combined!” Excerpt From: Lipton, Bruce and Ste...
	Thesis 45. Incidents of Heart and Cancer disease can be affected by American diet including use of GMOs (Genetically Modified Organisms), high sugar volumes consumed, high levels of grain-fed meats, and high use of High-Fructose Corn Syrup.  Corporati...
	ON EFFICACY OF OUR EDUCATION SYSTEM and QUALITY OF OUR INFRASTRUCTURE
	Thesis 46. According to Jeffery Sachs; “Intellectual capital, the pride of America, is diminishing as America cedes technological leadership to China and other countries in areas such as renewable energy and stem cell research.  The energy system is i...
	Thesis 47 . In 2009, the US ranked as follows in intellectual skills when compared to other countries: 15th in Reading, 23rd in Science and 31st in Mathematics.  (China, South Korea, Singapore, and Hong Kong ranked in the top ten)  After decades of en...
	Thesis 48.  If education is a high priority, why don’t we spend more money to support Education?  Is it because it requires “taxes”?
	ON PROVIDING FOR THE PUBLIC WELFARE
	Thesis 49.  Adam Smith comments on minimum requirements for human decency: “Rules of decency dictate necessary items of life – leather shoes, etc. If nature does not render them necessary for the support of life and customer nowhere renders it indecen...
	(Editors Note: In today’s world, basic needs might include food, clothing, shelter, and a cell phone)
	Thesis 50.  “Not just Jesus, of course, but also the Prophet Muhammad, the prophets in the Jewish tradition, the Buddha, and every other revered spiritual figure, in fact all of the world’s major religions have social justice at their core.” - Jim Kea...
	Thesis 51. “Being human must be the ethical yardstick for all economic action.”The economy should fulfill the basic needs of human beings “so that they can live in dignity.” From this basic humanistic principle, Küng identified several ethical themes ...
	Thesis 52.  Poverty is one of the fundamental variables that contribute to crime.
	Thesis 53. Poverty is an unnecessary evil in a world that is full of abundance.
	Thesis 54.  Wealth is accumulated by extracting money, by whatever means necessary, from consumers and taxpayers, with little regard for the value received by the consumer or taxpayer.
	ON OUR MONETARY SYSTEM AND THE IMPACT OF WAR
	Thesis 55.  Our monetary system has gone through several transformations since the inception of the country.  Some of the key moments are when there was a central bank and when there was not a central bank.  Other key transformations occurred when our...
	Thesis 56.  1492 – Christopher Columbus extracts gold from the peoples of the Americas to add to the wealth of Europe.
	Thesis 57.  Impact of WWI
	"Looking back, Woodrow Wilson was re-elected president in 1916 on a platform that he "kept us out of war"...yet, five months later he asked congress to declare war on Germany...the 4,000,000 young men who put on uniforms and marched or sailed away wer...
	Then what caused our government to change its mind so suddenly? MONEYan allied commission...came over shortly before the war declaration and called on the president.  The president summoned a group of advisors.  The head of the commission spoke.  St...
	Thesis 58.  There have been as many as 47 recessions in the United States since 1790 (although economists and historians dispute certain 19th-century recessions[3]) Wikipedia.
	Thesis 59.  Our monetary system has been manipulated by wealthy organizations to make sure their losses are minimized, many times at the expense of those who are not part of the wealthy organizations.  This is an abuse of capitalism.
	Thesis 60.  The Rothschild’s, Rockefeller’s, and J.P. Morgan’s, created rumors that banks were going bankrupt..."The king bankers put in motion, in 1907, a great scheme.  They had gambled and speculated on Wall Street until so many watered stocks and...
	Thesis 61.  Wilson signed the Federal Reserve act, in exchange for campaign funds.Charles Lindbergh - "This act establishes the most gigantic trust on earth...when the president signs this act, the invisible government by money power...will be legali...
	Thesis 63.  Economic Crisis of 2008 – Extraordinary efforts were made by the George W. Bush and Barack Obama administrations to prevent the large financial companies from failing.  Little was done by either administration to keep citizens from losing ...
	Thesis 64.– Mandatory reading for anyone interested in understanding the causes of the crisis and the interaction between Big Business and Big Government should read:  Neil Barofsky, Bailout – How Washington Abandoned Main Street While Rescuing Wall S...
	ON WEALTH
	Thesis 65.  According to Jeffery Sachs; “I have no quarrel with wealth per se.  Many wealthy individuals are highly creative, talented, generous and philanthropic.  My quarrel is with poverty.  As long as there is both widespread poverty and booming w...
	Thesis 66.  Do Wall Street Traders make too much money for the work they do? “ For the year 2007 when the mortgage desk at Goldman Sachs bet, or hedged, very heavily against sub-prime mortgages, meaning they guessed that people would default on them, ...
	Thesis 67.
	Thesis 68.  “The man who dies rich, dies disgraced”.  Andrew Carnegie. The duty of a man of wealth, according to Andrew Carnegie, is “to set an example of modest , unostentatious living, shunning display or extravagance; to provide moderately for the ...
	Thesis 69. Carnegie’s social gospel lives on today in the philanthropic efforts of Bill Gates, Warren Buffett, George Soros, Ted Turner, Bill Gross, and other wealthy Americans who are giving away vast sums in the pursuit of poverty eradication, publi...
	Thesis 70.   “Our greatest national illusion is that a healthy society can be organized around the single-minded pursuit of wealth.    The ferocity of the quest for wealth throughout society has left Americans exhausted and deprived of the benefits of...
	ON ECONOMICS
	Thesis  71. According to Adam Smith: “Enormous Debts will probably ruin all the great nations of Europe” (Editor’s Note: This was written in 1776)
	Thesis 72. According to Adam Smith: “A tax upon house-rents, therefore, would in general fall heaviest upon the rich; and in this sort of inequality there would not, perhaps be any thing very unreasonable.  It is not very unreasonable that the rich sh...
	Thesis 73. According to Adam Smith; “Though the principles of the banking trade may appear somewhat abstruse, the practice is capable of being reduced to strict rules.  To depart upon any occasion from these rules, in consequence of some flattering sp...
	(Ed Note: Adam Smith warned us of the dangers of bank speculation in 1776 and Big Government/Big Business still insist on removing this annoying restriction from our laws, resulting in wild economic swings and occasional collapses)
	Thesis 74.  We need to reinstitute the Glass-Steagall Act.  From Ask.com:  The Dodd-Frank Wall Street Reform Act was the most comprehensive financial reform since the Glass-Steagall Act. Like Glass-Steagall, it sought to regulate the financial markets...
	Thesis 75.  Wall Street rarely reveals its errors, and John Reed is an exception.  John S. Reed, former Chairman and CEO of, Citicorp, Citibank, and Citigroup, was involved, along with many Wall Street leaders, in getting the Gramm-Leach-Bliley Act of...
	ON NATURE, SCIENCE, AND RELIGION
	Thesis 76.  Initially, the meaning of human life was explained by a philosophy that combined religion and science (as it was known at the time).  Nearly all indigenous tribes have similar beliefs.  In the 1700’s, 1800’s, and 1900’s, as more “scientifi...
	Thesis 77.  During the Paleolithic times, and even more so during Neolithic times (up to 6,000 BCE), civilizations were primarily Female Dominated – Cooperative cultures.  This changed with the invasion of the Kurgans in Eastern Europe and the world b...
	Thesis 78.  The Nature of Nature is to cooperate and sustain.  We need to develop an attitude that works with natural tendencies and identify the source and motives of those that reject this attitude.  This has been the case since the first single cel...
	Thesis 79.  As nature evolves, so evolves science and religion.  We should not resist the evolution of both, for it is the nature of nature and the Creator's gift to the Universe.
	Thesis 80.  As science explains those things that are explicable, religion explains those things are otherwise inexplicable.    When the Creator reveals more information to us, we should modify our belief system to reflect the new information. It is n...
	(credits to Spontaneous Evolution, Bruce H. Lipton and Steve Bhaerman;  The Battle for God, Karen Armstrong; The Chalice and the Blade, Riane Eisler; Guns, Germs, and Steel, Jared Diamond,  and all indigenous civilizations of the earth.)
	ON HAPPINESS
	Thesis 81.  Gallup Poll, May 5-8:  In general, are you satisfied or dissatisfied with the way things are going in the United States at this time? Answer: Two-thirds or more of Americans describe themselves as “dissatisfied with the way things are goin...
	Thesis 82. Rasmussen Reports: January 2010, “65% Now Hold Populist, or Mainstream Views”: A large majority, 71 percent to 15 percent, describes the federal government as “a special interest group that looks out primarily for its own interests”.  70 pe...
	Thesis 83.  The US government has lost the confidence of the American people in a way that has not previously occurred in modern American History or probably elsewhere in the high-income world.  Americans harbor fundamental doubts about the motivation...
	Thesis 84.  According to Richard Easterlin on Self-reported Happiness of the American People:Americans hit a kind of ceiling on self-reported happiness (sometimes called subjective well-being or SWB) several decades back.  The trend line of happiness ...
	ON EMPLOYMENT
	Thesis 85.  Even before the current economic crisis, the 2000’s had the lowest growth of jobs any decade since World War II. Data from Bureau of Labor Statistics.
	Thesis 86.  The unemployment rate is by far the highest among lower-skilled workers, reach 15 percent among workers with less than a high school education and 10 percent of those with a high school diploma or some college. Data from Bureau of Labor St...
	Thesis 87.  Investment in infrastructure – Overall the grade is a D, “poor” with an estimated five-year bill of $2.2 trillion to correct deficiencies in basic systems. American Society of Civil Engineers report.
	Thesis 88. The public knows basic facts about politics, economics, but struggles with specifics.  Pew Research
	Thesis 89. We are a technology-rich, advertising-fed, knowledge-poor society.  Jeffery Sachs, The Price of Civilization, 2012
	ON THE VALUE OF SCIENCE, SUSTAINMENT, AND THE PUBLIC's PERCEPTIONS
	Thesis 90. Eighty-four percent of Americans in a recent Pew survey “see science as having a most positive effect on society.” Pew Research Center for the People & the Press, “Public Praises Science; Scientists Fault Public, Media,” July 2009.
	Thesis 91. “We have reached, or will soon reach, dangerous thresholds of human activity that fundamentally threaten life on the planet.  Mindfulness of nature, therefore, is not a tree hugger’s plea but a practical imperative for twenty-first century ...
	Thesis 92.  “The American performance in the face of ecological dangers is especially sobering.  American impose the highest per capita impact on the planet yet show the least regard for their actions”.  Jeffry Sachs, The Price of Civilization.
	Thesis 93.  Findings of the National Intelligence Council: “Climate change is likely to exacerbate resource scarcities; Demand is likely to outstrip easily available supplies (of strategic resources, including energy, food, and water) over the next de...
	Thesis 94.  “Today we see the results of this system run amok.  Executives at our most respected companies hire people at near-slave wages to toil under inhuman conditions in Asian sweatshops.  Oil companies want only to pump toxins into rain-forest r...
	The energy industry creates an Enron.  The accounting industry creates an Andersen.  The income ratio of the one-fifth of the world’s population in the wealthiest countries to the one-fifth in the poorest countries went from 30 to 1 in 1960 to 74 to 1...
	The United States spends over $87 billion conducting a (non-financed) war in Iraq while the United Nations estimates that for less than half that amount we could provide clean water, adequate diets, sanitation services, and basic education to every pe...
	John Perkins, “Confessions of an Economic Hit Man”, Berrett-Kopehler Publishers, Inc., 2004, iBooks
	Thesis 95. As citizens, we have an obligation to set metrics we would like our nation to achieve and elect leaders who will embrace the goals and fight for them. As consumers, we need to be alert and knowledgeable about companies that ignore values th...
	ON HOW TO HELP THE CORPORATOCRACY TO HELP SUSTAIN THE PLANET
	Thesis 96.  Citizens need to evaluate the impact of the Corporatocracy on our economy, health, security, infrastructure, foreign policy, education, energy future, and global warming, and welfare of our people.
	Thesis 97.  Because of the size and power and influence of the United States, we, in the interest of being alert and knowledgeable citizens, have a responsibility to evaluate the impact of the Corporatocracy on global issues.
	Thesis 98.  Citizens can influence the Corporatocracy through the democratic process and through consumer decision-making.
	Thesis 99. Increase revenues and cut spending until we balance the federal budget
	Thesis 100. Reform election laws so they better represents the will of the people instead of the wealthy
	Thesis 101. Abolish poverty and “de facto” slavery
	Thesis 102. Engage with and support the many Non Government Organizations (NGO’s) that are working to help achieve our goals such as The Global Humanitarian Forum, Amnesty International, RAN, and many others.
	Additional “Extra Credit” Theses:
	Thesis 102.  The Conscious Community Network (CCN) in Reno, NV brings together diverse elements of the city and surrounding regions to improve the communal, economic, and spiritual quality of life in the area.  Without fanfare - but with lots of fans ...
	Thesis 104.  “Mindfulness of knowledge therefore requires not only respect for expertise but also respect for democratic governance.  We need to identify new ways for the public to share in complex problem solving, advised by experts but with the citi...
	Thesis 105.  “If I seemed to concentrate on the accomplishments of women in politics, it is because they afford a particularly striking example of intelligent use of the new propaganda to secure attention and acceptance of minority ideas. It is perhap...
	Thesis 106.  “Whatever of social importance is done today, whether in politics, finance, manufacture, agriculture, charity, education, or other fields, must be done with the help of propaganda”  (written in 1928) Excerpt From: Bernays, Edward. “Propag...
	Thesis 107.  “The invisible government tends to be concentrated in the hands of the few because of the expense of manipulating the social machinery which controls the opinions and habits of the masses. To advertise on a scale which will reach fifty mi...
	Thesis 108. “If the suffrage campaign did nothing more, it showed the possibilities of propaganda to achieve certain ends. This propaganda today is being utilized by women to achieve their programs in Washington and in the states. In Washington they a...
	NOTES:
	Can we really end poverty?
	It you have any doubts, it would be worthwhile to read, The End of Poverty by Jeffrey Sachs.  It provides an excellent methodology for accomplishing this goal and it is based on real-world successes.
	We, as a people, can set the agenda of the corporatocracy with our dollars and our votes if we:
	• Purchase goods and services from those companies who generate the least amount of external/social costs
	• Vote for those elected officials who provide leadership in helping us achieve our goals.
	But what are our collective GOALS and how do we set them?
	Based on the polls taken in many surveys, we have many values that should be reflected in the goals we set, some of which are in Theses 19-23.
	Based on the wealth of knowledge that we have, we should be able to set a baseline of AS-IS metrics that describe our current status in various areas that are important to us at the following levels:
	Local
	Regional
	State
	National
	International
	The metrics should be based on those kept by authoritative agencies.  Examples of categories in which statistics might be kept include Health (such as those contained in Theses 31 and 32), Economy (such as those contained in Thesis 18), Costs of Globa...
	We should keep a score card of who is winning the battle for meeting our local - global goals and objectives.  We should also make that reveals how each elected official voted on critical issues that contribute to our stated goals such as increasing e...
	As pointed out in Hoodwinked by John Perkins :
	Over the last few years, there has been an “abandonment of laws that force corporations to adhere to strict environmental, social, truth-in-advertising, and other standards that once protected the rights of the general populace; assumption of large am...
	…
	The human rights group Amnesty International warned in May 2009 that the worldwide economic decline was leading to greater repression across the globe, concluding that ‘we are sitting on a powder keg of inequality, injustice and insecurity, and it is ...
	We read statistics like these, glanced around at each other, shrugged, and tried to convince ourselves that “our system may not be perfect, but it’s the best there is.”  John Perkins, Hoodwinked.
	If you think we can do better, become alert and knowledgeable and take action to make it happen.
	West Virginia is trying to make a difference: West Virginia Becomes 12th State to Call For Amendment Overturning Citizens United

	Ordinary citizens can bring about extraordinary changes in corporations.  Examples abound such as the results achieved by Randy Hayes, Rainforest Action Network (RAN), who has been instrumental in getting large companies to sign agreements that commit...
	How can you find corporations that are socially responsible?
	TO DO LIST:
	When tempted to engage in “retail therapy” instead jog, meditate, read, or find some other solution.
	Shop consciously if there is something you must have; purchase items whose packaging, ingredients, and methods of production are sustainable and support life.
	Make everything you own last as long as possible.
	Purchase at consignment and thrift stores where everything is recycled.
	Protest against “free” trade agreements and sweatshops.
	Write letters telling Monsanto, De Beers, ExxonMobil, Adidas, GE, Coca-Cola, Wal-Mart, and other labor exploiters and environment destroyers why you refuse to purchase from them.
	Write letters praising Home Depot, Kinko’s, Citicorp, Starbucks, Whole Foods, and other companies that cooperate with RAN, Amnesty International, and other NGOs.
	Cut back on oil and gas consumption.
	Downsize your car, home, wardrobe, everything in your life.
	Send money to nonprofits, radio stations, and other organizations that promote just causes.
	Volunteer your time and energy to such organizations.
	Support local merchants.
	Encourage stores to buy from local growers, producers, and suppliers.
	Shop at your local farmers’ market.
	Drink tap water (get the water company to do a better job if necessary, but avoid buying bottled water).
	Vote for enlightened school boards, commissions, ordinances, and politicians
	Run for office.
	Insist that those who use your money—banks, pensions, mutual funds, companies—make socially and environmentally responsible investments.
	Speak out whenever forums present themselves.
	Volunteer to talk at your local school about your favorite subject (beekeeping, weaving, tennis, anything) and use it to challenge students, to wake them up.
	Discuss externalities, the costs of pollution, poor working conditions, public subsidies, corporate exemptions, and other environmental, social, and political factors that should be included in the prices we pay for goods and services but are not; let...
	Excerpt From: Perkins, John. “The Secret History of the American Empire.” Penguin Group, Inc., 2007. iBooks.
	Websites of Corporate watchdogs and activist organizations
	350
	350.org is building a global grassroots movement to solve the climate crisis
	www.350.org
	Green America
	Economic Action for a Just Planet
	WWW.Green America.org
	Occupy Together

	An International outgrowth of the Occupy Movement
	HTTP://WWW.OCCUPYTOGETHER.ORG

	IVN
	a project of FIVE – Foundation for Independent Voter Education
	http://ivn.us/
	ONE
	Join the fight against extreme poverty
	www.one.org
	TED (Technology, Education, Design)
	A non-profit dedicated to ideas worth spreading
	www.TED.com
	Organizations Described in the book “The Secret History of the American Empire." By John Perkins
	Amnesty International
	www.amnesty.org
	Cinema Libre Studio
	www.cinemalibrestudio.com
	Democracy Now!
	www.democracynow.org
	Dream Change
	www.dreamchange.org
	Ecova-mali
	(founded by Gregory Flatt, Cynthia Hellman, and Siré Diallo to promote sustainable development in Mali)
	www.ecovamali.org
	Educating for Justice
	(founded by Jim Keady and Leslie Kretzu, filmmakers who lived like Nike workers in Indonesia)
	www.educatingforjustice.org
	Sweat, the film depicting conditions of Nike workers:
	www.sweatthefilm.org
	Global Awareness and Change Club (GAC)
	(founded by high school students Joel Bray and Tyler Thompson)
	www.dreamchange.org, see “Dream Change Projects”
	Global Dialogue Center, The
	www.globaldialoguecenter.com
	MoveOn
	www.moveon.org
	Pachamama Alliance, The
	www.pachamama.org
	Rainforest Action Network
	www.ran.org
	Excerpt From: Perkins, John. “The Secret History of the American Empire.” Penguin Group, Inc., 2007. iBooks.
	This material may be protected by copyright.
	Also see Appendix B of the same book
	“Entry Points for Living Democracy”
	By Frances Moore Lappe
	Author of Diet for a Small Planet and Democracy’s Edge: Choosing to Save Our Country by Bringing Democracy to Life”
	NOTES:
	Appendix 1  Economics – Jeffery Sachs
	The following are excerpts from The Price of Civilization by Jeffery Sachs,
	“The crisis of the world economy during the 1970s proved to be a decisive break in U.S. economic and political governance. The optimism concerning the mixed economy was assailed. Within academia Samuelson’s synthesis of market and government was unde...
	My preparatory economics education ended in 1980 with my PhD. I had entered Harvard as a freshman in 1972 during the Age of Paul Samuelson and joined the Harvard faculty as an assistant professor in the fall of 1980 at the start of the Age of Milton F...
	The main effect of the Reagan Revolution, however, was not the specific policies but a new antipathy to the role of government, a new disdain for the poor who depended on government for income support and a new invitation to the rich to shed their mor...
	The Case for a Mixed EconomyWe need to understand precisely where the free-market ideology goes awry. A good starting point is the most basic functioning of the market economy, notably the law of supply and demand. It is when supply and demand stop ...
	Governments are needed to provide certain public goods, such as highways, that markets by themselves will either not provide or not provide to the right scale…
	Free markets also fail when providers cause adverse spillovers to the rest of society, such as by polluting the rivers with toxic chemicals or emitting climate-changing carbon dioxide into the air from a coal—fired power plant.  In such cases, the pri...
	Private markets fall short in the case of scientific research as well, where spillovers of knowledge occur.  Scientists don’t-and shouldn’t-own rights to their basic scientific discoveries.  Imagine if Isaac Newton’s estate held a patent or copyright ...
	Free markets also need governments to help regulate the marketplace when information between buyers and sellers is “asymmetric”.  When sellers have inside information unavailable to buyers, fraud and waste are rife. In the lead-up to the 2008 financia...
	It’s worth recalling that all great promoters of the market economy, including Adam Smith, John Maynard Keynes, Paul Samuelson, Friedrich Hayek, and Milton Friedman, were fully aware of the reality of public goods, environmental spillovers, and asymme...
	Hayek noted in The Road to Serfdom that we should not confuse the opposition to central planning with “ a dogmatic laissez faire (free market) attitude.”  The correct position, said Hayek, lies in favor of making the best possible use of the forces of...
	As a nation, we should embrace the “Eight dimensions of our lives:
	Mindfulness of self: personal moderation to escape mass consumerism
	Mindfulness of work: the balancing of work and leisure
	Mindfulness of knowledge: the cultivation of education
	Mindfulness of others: the exercise of compassion and cooperation
	Mindfulness of nature: the conservation of the world’s ecosystems
	Mindfulness of the future: the responsibility to save for the future
	Mindfulness of politics: the cultivation of public deliberation and shared values for collective action through political institutions
	Mindfulness of the world: the acceptance of diversity as a path to peace”
	Excerpt From: Jeffrey D. Sachs. “The Price of Civilization: Reawakening American Virtue and Prosperity.” Random House, 2012-08-21.
	Appendix 2
	Defining Capitalism, Communism, Fascism, Socialism
	Caveat: There are some inherent pitfalls trying to offer simple, bite sized definitions of capitalism, socialism, communism and fascism – the first being that these are complex concepts concerning both economics and government, so short definitions w...
	For a point of reference, the United States is a Constitutional Democratic Republic that has long embraced both capitalism (free markets) and socialism (public schools and universities, and public works – parks, roads and highways, sewer and water, da...
	CapitalismIn common usage, the word capitalism means an economic system in which all or most of the means of production are privately owned and operated, and the investment of capital and the production, distribution, and prices of commodities (goods...
	In a purely capitalist economy, there would be no public schools, no state owned or maintained roads and highways, public works, welfare, unemployment insurance, workers compensation, Social Security benefits etc.
	SocialismMost generally, socialism refers to state ownership of common property, or state ownership of the means of production.  A purely socialist state would be one in which the state owns and operates the means of production. However, nearly all m...
	The University of Idaho, and any other public school or university, is a “socialist” institutions, and those who attend it or work for it are partaking in socialism, because it is owned and operated by the state of Idaho.  The same is true of federal ...
	CommunismMost generally, communism refers to community ownership of property, with the end goal being complete social equality via economic equality.  Communism is generally seen by communist countries as an idealized utopian economic and social stat...
	Fundamentally, communism argues that all labor belongs to the individual laborer; no man can own another man's body, and therefore each man owns his own labor.  In this model all "profit" actually belongs in part to the laborer, not, or not just, thos...
	FascismThe word descends from the Latin ‘fasces’, the bundle of sticks used by the Romans to symbolize their empire.  This should clue you in that Fascism attempts to recapture both the glory and social organization of Rome.
	Most generally, “a governmental system led by a dictator having complete power, forcibly suppressing opposition and criticism, regimenting all industry, commerce, etc., and emphasizing an aggressive nationalism and often racism.”
	Unlike communism, fascism is opposed to state ownership of capital and economic equality is not a principle or goal.  During the 1930s and WWII, communism and fascism represented the extreme left and right, respectively, in European politics.  Hitler ...
	The church also played a major role in all of the European fascist countries (Germany, Italy, Spain, Portugal) as the authority on religious and moral issues, which was opposed to the threat of "godless communists".
	http://www.class.uidaho.edu/engl_258/lecture%20notes/capitalism%20etc%20defined.htm
	Appendix 3
	Colonial Money
	The paper bills issued by the colonies were known as "bills of credit". Bills of credit were usually fiat money; that is, they could not be exchanged for a fixed amount of gold or silver coins upon demand.[3][5] Bills of credit were usually issued by ...
	This depreciation of colonial currency was harmful to creditors in Great Britain when colonists paid their debts with money that had lost value. Adam Smith criticized colonial bills of credit in his famed 1776 work The Wealth of Nations. According to ...
	Appendix 4 Dodd-Frank Act
	Regulate Credit Cards, Loans and Mortgages:

	The Consumer Financial Protection Agency consolidated protection from many different agencies. It oversees credit reporting agencies, credit and debit cards, payday and consumer loans(but not auto loans from dealers). The CFPA regulated credit fees, i...
	Oversee Wall Street:

	The Financial Stability Oversight Council looks out for risks that affect the entire financial industry. It also oversees non-bank financial firms like hedge funds. If any of these companies get too big, it can recommend they be regulated by the Feder...
	Stop Banks from Gambling with Depositors' Money:

	The Volcker Rule bans banks from using or owning hedge funds for the banks' own profit. That's because they'd often use their depositors' funds to do so. Banks can use hedge funds for their customers only. Determining which funds are for the banks' pr...
	Regulate Risky Derivatives:

	Dodd-Frank required that the riskiest derivatives, like credit default swaps, be regulated by the (SEC) or the Commodity Futures Trading Commission (CFTC). In this way, excessive risk-taking can be identified and brought to policy-makers' attention be...
	Bring Hedge Funds Trades Into the Light:

	One of the causes of the 2008 financial crisis was that, since hedge funds and other financial advisers weren't regulated, no one knew what they were investing in or how much was at stake. That's why the Fed and other agencies thought the mortgage cri...
	Oversee Credit Rating Agencies:

	Dodd-Frank created an Office of Credit Rating at the Securities and Exchange Commission(SEC) to regulate credit ratings agencies like Moody's and Standard & Poor's. Many blame the agencies for over-rating some bundles of derivatives and mortgage-backe...
	Increase Supervision of Insurance Companies:

	It created a new Federal Insurance Office under the Treasury Department, which identifies insurance companies like AIG that create risk to the entire system. It will also gather information about the insurance industry and make sure affordable insuran...
	Reform the Federal Reserve:

	The Government Accountability Office(GAO) was allowed to audit the Fed's emergency loans during the financial crisis. It can review future emergency loans, when needed. The Fed cannot make an emergency loan to a single entity, like Bear Stearns or AIG...
	The Dodd-Frank Act was named after the two legislators who created it. It was introduced by Senator Chris Dodd on March 15, 2010 and passed by the Senate on May 20. The bill was revised by Congressman Barney Frank and approved by the House on June 30....
	Appendix 5
	(from Hoodwinked, by John Perkins)
	“Structural Adjustment Programs (SAPs) which are employed by the World Bank and IMF when countries cannot pay back their loans, are severely criticized because they:
	1. Threaten national sovereignty and undermine the democratic process by transferring control to foreigners;
	2. Benefit the largest donors (especially the United States, European Union, Canada, and Japan) whose corporations end up owning the privatized sectors and whose financial institutions receive high interest rate payments;
	3. Privatize resources that had been in the public domain;
	4. Encourage foreign corporations to exploit workers and corrupt local officials as they lobby for lax environmental and labor regulations and tax loopholes;
	5. Discourage agriculture and land reform, thereby protecting aristocracies and facilitating the growth of slums and poverty;
	6. Increase the use of fertilizers and pesticides that damage the environment and make farmers dependent on foreign chemical companies;
	7. Force cutbacks on health, education, and other social services by diverting money to interest payments;
	8. Disenfranchise women who dominate workforces in the education, health,  and other social services, and
	9. Cause the abandonment of women and children as rural men migrate to cities and other countries.
	10. Oh, and by the way, THEY DO NOT WORK!  and that is why we, in the US, don’t use that approach in our economic recovery programs.”
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